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From the 

Regionary Archbishop  

of Australia 

 

Travelling within, (so we don’t go without!) 

I would like to share some insights with you all at this Easter festival time, that might be 
summarised using an excerpt from the Collect from Refreshment Sunday (4th Sunday in Lent). 
That is, “…. grant that we may so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries of the 
passion and the resurrection……” (my italics).  

As Liberal Catholics when we celebrate Easter we enjoy the freedom and opportunity to interpret, 
live and integrate the blessings and meanings of the Season in our own way.   

We also have the collective experience of witnessing the form, words and ceremonial of the 
Eucharist in very much the same way, not only at Easter but through the whole of the Church year. 
We have a relatively unchanging “vehicle” (the Eucharist in its outer form) from which to 
experience and grow our understanding of the inner meanings of whatever part of the Church year 
we are up to, and in this case, Easter. Although this sounds as though I am pointing out the 
obvious (as Basil Fawlty might say!) it in fact holds a very rich and stable truth for us as practising 
Christians. That is, the journey of becoming “fully Christian” is not always plain sailing, and so 
having the assistance of the form and structure of the Eucharist is a very real benefit during our 
periods of spiritual growth. There is uncertainty and some measure of “spiritual” disorientation 
whenever we grow and change under the tutelage of the Inner Self, the Christ Within. Having an 
external structure of religious engagement with God, on the Path to inner union with our Inner 
Christ, is the ideal dependable “handrail” we can count on when we are suddenly shifted spiritually 
and psychologically. In the ideas that follow, I am equating the spiritual aspects of my (our) being 
as the Inner Christ and the psychological aspects with my (our) personality.  

I regard the period of Lent as a time of deepening my awareness of how I interact with the world. 
We might term this the psychological aspect of the journey on the Path.  There are plenty of 
groups and self-help methods that promise a “better you”. There is the usual collection of good 
and bad offers in the public domain coming from genuine practitioners aiming to add value to 
people’s lives. There are also outright charlatans that thrive on people’s insecurities, which we all 
have in various degrees!  

My method of trying to achieve the same outcome as attending a course of instruction, and without 
signing up for any public domain courses (!), is to take each week’s “intent” from our Liturgy and 
spend some time each day using this short text as a focus for reflection and meditation. In the 
same way, a short extract from either the Epistle or the Gospel of the week that resonates with 
me, an extract that “jumps off the page”, can be very profitably utilised as a seed for reflection and 
meditation. This method of Christian meditation is the basis of spiritual practices collectively 
referred to as “Lectio Divina” or Divine Reading.  Lectio Divina was an important part of the 
spiritual life of the Desert Fathers starting from around 300 AD and continuing through to today in 
the Benedictine tradition and in general use in the Christian community. As Liberal Catholics we 
are part of the tradition that includes this rich source of spiritual inspiration and growth as it is 
intertwined in the Perennial Wisdom. The concept of the Perennial Wisdom carries in its name an 
expectation that there must be sustainable concepts and practices at its heart if it is to maintain 
relevance through the ages. Indeed, an important component of this collective Wisdom is the 
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question of the relevant importance of developing the external self, the personality, before setting 
about the path of spiritual growth.  

A way of reaching a clearer way forward to answering this question is to consider the words 
“repent” and “sacrifice” which are much used during firstly Lent and then in connection with Jesus’ 
experience leading right through Easter. My understanding of the long path of translations 
available to scholars of early writings about Jesus lean more towards understanding the word 
“repent” as “readjust your thinking”, “start using your mind correctly”. Similarly, the word “sacrifice” 
comes from the two roots of “sacred” and “work”. Putting these two concepts together then, says 
for me, that we should work to understand what the real message of Jesus is by firstly preparing 
our minds appropriately (Lectio Divina).  This is followed by recognising that the example of Easter 
that Jesus is showing us is one of a “divine sacrifice” which is spiritually constructed to continue to 
enrich and nourish our inner lives for as long as we care to drink from that well. This process gives 
us an emerging realisation and shows us the startling, radical transformation that is expected from 
us when we engage more fully with the Christian Path.   

Returning to the psychology of a well-balanced personality, we can all appreciate that this is the 
vehicle we use to engage with the world. It is important to help us to maintain family, health, 
harmony and a livelihood. The radical message that is spelt out in the story of Easter is that, as 
Christians, we can expect to be transformed in all aspects of our being, including our personality, 
and this will be ongoing, enriching and provide ample opportunities to assist our fellows in all 
walks of life. This includes healing the planet and “walking the talk” of the true message of Easter 
and so Christianity. 

So the answer to the question of which aspect of ourselves should we focus on first is that an 
appropriate practice such as Lectio Davina combined with the spiritual boost of regular attendance 
at the Eucharist actually harmonises, enriches and stabilises our Inner and Outer at the same 
time.  

Let’s try to use Lent to realign our thinking processes and develop the richness of our inner 
opportunities, and approach Easter in such a way that we bring our own “sacred work” into our 
daily progress on the Christian Path. In this way we can continue our “travelling within” while not 
limiting ourselves to what the world offers us.  

I wish you all a holy and spiritually evolving time through Lent and Easter, and of course feel free 
to have that extra Easter egg, just this once!   

All the very best to you all and God Bless 

 

 

P.S My weekly sermons can be found at these locations on the web, depending on what you find easiest. 
The sermons generally follow the ideas I have presented in this “Archbishop’s Easter Message”.    

Youtube (for all sermons) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_jZ7clcSqdToMY5H2Du2Jg 

STR Michael and All Angels website 

https://www.smlcc.com.au/dbpage.php?pg=news 

Facebook – Liberal Catholic Church in Australia 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/30352925982 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_jZ7clcSqdToMY5H2Du2Jg
https://www.smlcc.com.au/dbpage.php?pg=news
https://www.facebook.com/groups/30352925982
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THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

PROVINCE OF AUSTRALIA 
 

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 
  

 
 

 

The Rt Rev. Dr Richard Taylor 

32/12 Commodore Drive, Surfers Paradise, Qld 4217 

Mob: 0427 115 468 Email: rraylor.no1@gmail.com 

 

26th March, 2022 
 

Dear Members and Friends 

 
It is my pleasure to invite you to the Ordination to the Priesthood of 

 
The Reverend William Bruce Johnston 

 
who is a Member of the Liberal Catholic Church Clergy at St Francis and St Alban in Gordon, 
Sydney. 

 
I will conduct the Ordination, which takes place as part of the Eucharist, with assistance from 
Bishop Graham Preston, the Reverend Laurence Langley, the Very Reverend Frederick Shade 
and Deaconess Robyn Puhlmann. 

 
It takes many years of preparation to reach the level required to be a Priest. It is most important that 
the path that William is now undertaking is supported by those who know him at St Francis and St 
Alban as well as those who know him in the wider community. Whether you know William or not, 
and irrespective of your involvement with this church or any other, please know that you are most 
welcome to join us on this day and share this significant step with William. 

 
The details of the ordination are: 

Date: Sunday 10th April 2022 

Place: Church of St Francis and St Alban Liberal Catholic Church, 21 St John’s 
Ave, Gordon NSW  

Time: 10:00 am, and the service lasts approximately two hours 

. 
About the Liberal Catholic Church:  
It developed from the Old Catholic Church of Holland in the early-1900’s, and so like the many 
other truly Catholic churches, it links with the Apostolic Succession with valid Sacraments. It is 
non-judgmental, all-inclusive and offers its Sacraments to all who wish to receive them, without 
condition. You are welcome to receive the Holy Communion as part of the Ordination service. 

 
Yours in Christ’s Service 
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Some Easter Traditions 

By Bishop Graham Preston 

The term Easter is derived from the name of the Anglo-Saxon Goddess of Spring, 

Eostre and in the Northern Hemisphere Easter Day falls on the first Sunday after 

the first full moon on or after the Vernal Equinox. (For us here in the Southern 

Hemisphere it will always be autumn.) Easter can be as early as March 22 or as 

late as April 25. This year Easter Day is April 17.  The reason that the date is 

based upon the lunar calendar is because it is tied to the Jewish Feast of the 

Passover. 

Many of our Easter traditions have their roots in pre-Christian traditions. Because Eostre was 

venerated at the vernal equinox it is not surprising that she and her accompanying symbolisms 

were incorporated into the new religion’s festival, corresponding as it did so well to the already 

familiar springtime themes of rebirth, new life, new hope and light.  The rabbit was a symbol of 

birth and the butterfly of the Resurrection. 

According to one fable, the bunny was originally a bird but was transformed by Eostre. According 

to another the Easter Bunny was no bunny at all but a hare, the animal sacred to the Goddess 

Eostre. Born with its round eyes open, the animal was chosen as representing the full moon, 

which was closely related to the Goddess’s feast. “Bun” originally was another word for “tail” and 

“bunny” is its diminutive.  A rabbit was so called because of its little tail. 

According to a German legend a mother hid eggs for her children during a famine. Just as her 

children found the little nest of eggs a rabbit ran away, giving the children the impression that the 

rabbit had brought them the eggs. 

In pre-Christian times bread and cakes were offered to the Gods.  The word “bun” is derived from 

“boun”, the archaic description of a sacred ox.  The ox was sacrificed at the time of the Vernal 

Equinox and a stylised representation of its horns was stamped on the festive cakes that were 

eaten on the occasion.  Hot cross buns are also linked to Lunar worship.  The round bun was the 

replica of the full moon and the indentations symbolised its four quarters.  The cross replaced the 

horns and made it easy to divide the bun into four pieces which could be shared by the 

worshippers when they broke their fast before returning home after the early morning mass. 

Eggs are a symbol of life. In earlier times cooked eggs were gifts for travellers and were 

decoratively painted.  Just as the egg appears lifeless but the chicken pecks its way out, so too out 

of the grave the dead will symbolically rise.  The chicken leaves the shell behind.  Jesus left the 

grave cloths behind. 

According to a Romanian legend Mary gave a basket of eggs to her son’s guards, hoping to buy 

their kindness. The basket was placed at the foot of the cross, where Christ’s blood flowed down 

to dye them scarlet. 

Another legend tells us that Simon of Cyrene, a Jerusalem egg merchant, left behind his basket of 

eggs to help Jesus carry the cross to Calvary. On his return he discovered that, miraculously, all 

the eggs were coloured. 
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In many countries eggs are exchanged on Easter Sunday with the greeting “Christ is risen!” In 

Britain, the custom of egg rolling still persists and gave rise, beginning with President Madison, to 

the famous White House egg roll in the United States. 

Chocolate Easter Eggs date back to 1875, created by John Cadbury, in England.  Czar Nicholas 

gave Faberge eggs to his nobles and others in the Imperial Court.  

  

 
The Meeting of Minds 

 

The Provincial Episcopal Synod met on Monday 24th January 2022 on the Gold Coast at the 

home of the Archbishop. Present were Bishop Graham Preston, Archbishop Richard Taylor and V. 

Rev. Fred Shade (Vicar General and Secretary to the Synod). A number of items were discussed, 

and the decisions made at the Synod will be reported to the parishes by the Archbishop in due 

course.  
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Trinity 13 – Good works 
By Robyn Puhlmann, deaconess - Sydney 

28th August, 2021 
As noted above this is the 13th Sunday in Trinity with the intent of 
“Goodworks.”  Most people, when asked what is meant by good works will think 
about the Salvation Army, The Red Cross, and St Vincent de Paul society and 
such organisations. Many people feel that by supporting these organisations 
they are doing good works and that is sufficient.   Good works could be 
extended to medical research and many types of fund raising.  Each day of each 

week seems to be devoted to a particular disease, research, awareness and treatment, such as 
diabetes week, Red Nose Day, Daffodil day or mental health week, just to name a few. Is this what 
is meant by the intent of good works? 
 
The collect for this day holds some clues, “Grant us, O Lord, to hold fast within our hearts Thy 
love, which doth always prevent and follow us; that so, loving thee above all things, we may 
continually be given to all good works, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 
 
The word “prevent” here means “to go before us.” 
 
We are asking to “hold fast within our hearts Thy love”. God’s love, which we are surrounded by, 
whether we are aware of it or not. As we love God “above all things” we will or may continually do 
“all good works”. This reminds me or our Act of Faith, “We serve God best when best we serve our 
fellow man/ humanity.” 
 
This intent leads on from last week’s intent of Self-Dedication. We are dedicating our lives to 
God’s service, which can be seen in action as good works. This implies more than just supporting 
various charities or weekly themes. 
 
Reading the Epistle, taken from the 4th Chapter of the Epistle of St Paul, the Apostle to the 
Ephesians, beginning at the 1st verse, we are being asked to be worthy of the vocation to which 
we are called; that is serving God and Humanity. Each of us serves in a particular way, guided by 
our various talents and opportunities. We should strive to be humble, long suffering and adapt our 
interactions with each other to work through love, or maybe compassion and thoughtfulness. The 
passage continues by reminding us of the “oneness” of Faith, Baptism and God. Continuing, it 
explains that through this “oneness” each of us is given different talents and gifts, which allow us 
to contribute to the unity of God and humanity. Not everyone wants or needs to be “doctors or 
lawyers.”  Good works can be as simple as a kind word of encouragement or quietly listening to 
someone with compassion. I often think of “good works” as manifesting in “right action.” 
 
The Gospel from the 7th Chapter of the Gospel according to St Matthew, beginning at the 16th 
verse, has more clues as to what “Good works” really means. 
 
This is the story about being known by the “fruits” we produce. In other words, the product or result 
of our lives as seen through the impact we have on those around us, our friends, family, 
workmates and nation. Are we helpful, supportive and caring to others, or do we leave a trail of 
disruption, confusion or discontent? What are the moods or feelings that we carry with us and in 
time, become known by? Are people happy to see us or are they glad to see the back of us? What 
“fruits” do we produce? 
 
The Gospel continues with the parable of the house built on the rock or on the sand. Will the 
“tempest” or trails of our action in our life see us stand fast or be destroyed?   
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When considering the meaning of this passage, perhaps the house that was built, represents the 
characteristics or fundamental traits within each one of us.  
 
The house built on the rock with a solid foundation may represent qualities such as integrity, 
strength of character to do the “right thing,” not take the easy way; keeping one’s word; following 
through on commitments and “standing one’s ground,” especially when protecting other more 
vulnerable people. This takes strength, commitment and self-dedication to others not just making 
ourselves “look good.” 
 
How deep within us do our good works come from? Are they superficial?  As one deputy principal I 
worked for used to describe people as being a “show pony” or are they an integral part of our 
being “work horses.” 
 
The house built on the sand may represent the character “blown by the wind,” easily influenced by 
the material “good life,” out for an easy life, “looking after number 1, as the saying goes. Never 
taking responsibility for what happens to them or around them. 
 
During the last year and a half there have been many examples of both “shallow” good works and 
“deeper” committed good works. 
 
This COVID-19 pandemic has been a testing time for all of us! It has brought out the best and 
worst in us! The same could be said about the nations of the world. 
 
Research, experimentation, more research and scientific application has enabled the development 
of several vaccines in the fight against COVID 19 in a remarkably short time. This has been made 
possible by the unselfish devotion of some people in their service to humanity. It would be 
encouraging for this vaccine to be shared equally with all nations, wealthy or not, developed or 
developing irrespective of their location or political persuasion. 
 
At this time of isolation for many of us, good works, showing God’s love, is often as simple as 
keeping in touch and checking that our neighbours and friends are not just physically okay, but 
coping mentally and emotionally. This quote was sent to me yesterday by a friend: 
 
“The worst cruelty that can be inflicted on a human being is isolation.” – Sukarno. 
 
Remembering this, along with our own feelings during this time, we all have great opportunities to 
perform good works by contacting and listening to each other. We are a community of like-minded 
people, who, although scattered, have the ability to support each other! 
 
I would like to finish with two thoughts:   

We are defined by how we act or react during difficult times. Are we the house built on the rock or 
the house built on the sand? 
 
The second thought was said by Michael Caton, of “The Castle” and “The Last Taxi to Darwin” 
during an interview, which will be shown on ABC TV’s Australian Story this week. It is this: “Do as 
much good as you can, while you can”. 
 
Be kind to each other and stay connected.  
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Gold Coast Visit 

 

The Vicar of St John The Beloved in Melbourne was on the Gold Coast in January for a meeting of 

the Provincial Episcopal Synod (as Secretary) and the L.C.C. Trust (as Chairman). Fr Fred was 

also able to attend the service of the Holy Eucharist on the Sunday and meet some of the 

members of the parish of St Michael and All Angels. The photo shows the Archbishop for 

Australia, Richard Taylor, who is also the Vicar of the parish.  

 

Give us joy in the present realisation of thy grace, 

which welcomes and enfolds us and renews us. 

Give us joy in the faith which thou hast inspired in us, 

the hope thou hast set before us, 

and the assurance of thy presence 

which will never leave us. 

Forgive us our frailties, our self-absorptions, 

our needless glooms and ungrateful frets. 

Clear our minds and set free our spirits, 

that we may go forth as those thy touch 

has healed and restored, praising God; 

to whom be the worship of gladness forever. 

Amen. 

General Collect submitted by The Very Rev. Frederick A. Shade 
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THE PURPOSES OF LITURGY 
V. Rev. Dr Ronald Rivett 

Written for a Liberal Catholic Institute of Studies (LCIS) paper 

 

First and foremost, and whatever "practical" and anthropocentric purposes we 
may see (rightly or wrongly) in liturgical worship, we must concede that liturgy 
is primarily a vehicle for the joyous outpouring of man's worship and praise of 
his Creator. The Montreal Conference 1963 (Section IV) issued the following 
statement, which seems to sum up the wide scope and implication of this form 
of worship: 

"In Christian worship, God comes to us in Christ through the Holy Spirit, sustains us 
through his grace, establishes us in fellowship with him and with one another, and 
empowers us for his service in the world. In worship we come to God in Christ, the True 
Worshipper, who by his Incarnation, servant-hood, obedience unto death, resurrection and 
ascension, has made us participants in the worship which He offers. In Him, truly God, we 
have access to the Father; in him, truly Man, we are restored to our true nature as worshippers 
of God. Christian worship is, therefore, a service to God the Father by men redeemed 
by his Son, who are continually finding new life in the power of the Holy Spirit. Christian 
worship, as a participation in Christ's own self-offering, is an act formative of Christian 
community – an act, moreover, which is conducted within the context of the whole Church, 
and which represents the one, Catholic Church." 

 
In this statement we see hints that liturgy in general is intended to fulfil those purposes of evoking 
awareness and awe in the worshipper, as discussed in Section C. 
 
The above statement, and our general thinking about liturgical action, would seem to point to nine 
chief roles filled by public worship. These nine purposes are by no means exhaustive, and wide 
reading (and personal experience) will suggest numerous other functions. 
 
1. Being a public work of worship, liturgy is unitive action within the Church as a whole. It 
demonstrates the Church's corporate nature and unity. The Eucharistic liturgy in particular, in its 
many forms contains a basic structure, revealing the essential unity of the many denominations of 
Christendom. 

This is true of the Eastern Orthodox, Roman, Anglican (Episcopalian), Uniting, Presbyterian and 
other nonconformists, the Liberal Catholic and Old Catholic, and a few others. This unity of action 
exists irrespective of questions of Apostolic Succession, valid orders, intention, Real Presence, 
memorial, etc. 

As L. W. Brown writes ("Relevant Liturgy"): "Liturgy is fundamentally not a form of words to be 
studied but the activity of a living body." 
 
2. The Eucharist is fundamentally a dialogue between God and man, during which many and 
complex communications are made, such as offering, sacrifice, teaching, praise, response, 
communion, etc. Brown (op. cit.) says "Liturgy is primarily the means by which God is believed.to 
communicate with his people and to speak his word; it is also the response of God's people to what 
he says." This is perhaps the best definition of liturgy in general. 

The Vatican Council 1963 – "Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy – further declared: 
"Although the sacred liturgy is above all things the worship of the divine Majesty, it likewise 
contains much instruction for the faithful. For in the Liturgy, God speaks to his people and 
Christ is still proclaiming his gospel. And the people reply to God both by song and prayer." 
 

3. Sacramental Liturgy represents an Epiphany ("manifestation", “showing forth") and the 
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Incarnation and Passion of our Lord within his Mystical Body. Through Liturgy, God reveals his 
Presence amongst mankind. This will be studied further in Papers 3 and 4. 
 
4.       Through liturgical action, especially the Sacraments, and through man's response to it, Christ 
acts in the world. His mission to humanity, including the forgiveness, healing, inspiration, awareness 
and at-one-ment which were features of his historic life, continues through his Church. 
 
5. The Liturgy is a declaration and embodiment of Christian doctrine. Most liturgical rites are 
based upon scriptural statements about God and man, and their relationship with one another. The 
nature of God's revelation of himself to man through the life and ministry of Jesus Christ is speci-
fically woven into the wording of the rites of the Church. This may occur in specific or explicit 
statements such as those of the Creed or may remain symbolic and implicit; or such doctrine may 
be non-verbal, as in sanctuary symbols such as the Cross, and in movements of ceremonial, 
investments, in acts like censing, and so on. 
 
Even our Liberal Catholic doctrine is proclaimed and largely established by our Liturgy. It will be 
seen that our declaration of doctrine here does not differ from that of other liturgies and rites, 
although it contains far less mediaeval theology, and rests largely on historic-mythic statements of 
scriptural origin. However, with the Liberal Catholic Church this statement may be interpreted by the 
individual according to his or her degree of understanding and perception and may range from the 
mythical and allegorical to the literally historical. Its teaching may thus be considered as a symbol 
based on history, relating as much to eternal spiritual truth, beyond time, as to "factual", temporal, 
historic episodes. But although such statements are ultimately humanly constructed, we must try to 
see them as inspired by God's Spirit since, as we have quoted above, "in the liturgy God speaks 
to his people and Christ is still proclaiming his Gospel." There is a great mystery here, and we 
must not be too ready to adopt a "realist" attitude in its presence. 
 
6.        The Liturgy is a focus of power for motivating the work of the Church. Through it, the Holy 
Spirit gives inspiration, grace and strength to groups and individuals, who thereafter go forth in the 
name of Christ to work in the world. 
 
7. Liturgy is a vehicle for self-offering and mystical union, for the collective Church as for the 
individual. The Eucharistic liturgy has been described as "collective yoga". 
 
8. The Liturgy is an important agent of God's work of transformation – the spiritual evolution of 
humanity towards the "Point Omega" of Teilhard de Chardin. [Read "The Work of Transformation" 
(Parry/Godby)]  
 
9. Liturgical worship, but more especially the Eucharist, is a divinely guided "generator" of spiritual 
and psychic energy, a veritable holy alchemy deriving from the "base metal" which is the thought and 
emotion of the people, bringing down the divine response of purest "gold" – a vast outpouring of 
God's grace and love which fills each church, and radiates upon the world at large. This grace and 
blessing, mostly unperceived by the majority of mankind, does much to raise man from his quasi-
animal state towards that perfection of his manhood and fulfilling of latent divinity -in the image of his 
Maker, which were foreshadowed by our Lord.  

Source: LCIS, Unit 4, Paper 1, The Meaning and Purpose of Liturgy, Section E. Paper by V. Rev. Dr. Ron Rivett. 
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TRINITY XI 
Intent: Discernment 

By The V. Rev. Frederick A. Shade 

Some of the weeks in this period of Sundays after Trinity refer to a number of 
attributes or qualities as the Intents, such as Purity, Wisdom, Confidence, and 
this week it is Discernment. The Oxford English Dictionary defines Discernment 
as the faculty of discrimination, judgement, keenness of intellectual perception, 
penetrat ion and  insight .  Some of  these over lap,  and I  wi l l  be referr ing 
particularly to the qualities of understanding and wisdom, as on other occasions I 
have reflected on today's readings with a focus on Discernment. 

Understanding 
In the Gradual used in the service of the Holy Eucharist we have these words: "Give me 
understanding, and I shall keep Thy law yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart." Earlier 
in the Gradual we have the following: "He that loveth wisdom loveth life: and they that 
seek her early shall be filled with joy. Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes: and I 
shall, keep it unto the end." If we are to have wisdom we are exhorted to know the statutes of 
the Lord, and if we have understanding we shall be able to keep the law of God: indeed, to 
keep it with our whole hearts. 

Through understanding we learn to keep the law of God, or shall we say the statutes of 
God, and thus grow into wisdom. Understanding is the handmaiden of wisdom, for through 
it is gained the knowledge or awareness of the laws of God by which we learn to express 
the qualities of wisdom. Understanding is the ability to understand the divine law and 
wisdom is the ability to express the divine law in our lives. But what is this divine law that 
we need to understand and to express in our lives through wisdom? It is the law of love, 
for the world came into being through love and the world is being redeemed through love. 
We believe that love is the great creative power which has brought all life  into being and 
which in time will bring all life to perfection. As self -conscious units of life, we owe what we 
are and what we shall be 'to this great creative all -enfolding law of love. 

St. Paul has told us that "love is the fulfilling of the law" (Rom. 13:10.) Our Lord was 
asked the quest ion by the lawyer:  "Master, which is the great commandment in the 
law?" and in reply our Lord said: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, with all thy mind and with all thy strength" (Matt. 22:37.) And also: "Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets" (Matt. 22:39-40.) In this context also our Lord said: "I am come not to destroy the 
law and the prophets but to fulfil them" (Matt. 5:17.) 

The poet Longfellow has given us an appropriate thought in his poem, "The Ladder of St. 
Augustine": 

The heights of great men reached and kept, 
Were not attained by sudden flight, 
But they while their companions slept, 
Were toiling upward in the night. 

In the prayer of St. Ignatius Loyola we have these beautiful words:  
Teach us, good Lord, to serve thee as thou deservest.  
TO GIVE—and not to count the cost. 
TO FIGHT—and not to heed the wounds. 
TO TOIL—and not to seek for rest. 
TO LABOUR and not to ask for any reward 
save that of knowing that we do thy will. 

Wisdom 
In the 3rd Chapter of the General Epistle of St. James (used for Trinity VIII), the question 
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is asked, "Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you?" This statement 
says that the wise are endowed with knowledge and this is a point we might keep in mind as 
our discussion proceeds. The Epistle continues, "Let him show out of a good conversation 
his works with meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter envying and strife in your 
hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.  Such wisdom descendeth not from 
above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying and strife is, there is confusion 
and every evil work. But the wisdom that is from above is f irst pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace." 

Here we have an assessment of those things that do not harmonise with the wisdom 
that is desired and those things that do harmonise. Of the former we can say that they are 
related to human qualities which are selfish and destructive in their expression, and of the 
latter that they have in their nature qualities of construct ion and sel f lessness.  One 
set  of  qual i t ies puts the emphasis on disharmony and in the other the emphasis is on 
harmony. One is the agency of destruction in regard to the relationships between people, 
and the other the agency which creates an atmosphere of creative building; of 
construction, or shall we say, of bringing us together in a spirit of co -operation and 
mutual helpfulness. 

There are several other aspects of wisdom that are mentioned in the epistle to which I 
would l ike to refer. The phrases used are "easy to be entreated," "without partiality," 
"without hypocrisy." How wonderful it is to have a friend who is "easy to be entreated," one 
to whom confidences can be imparted, one who has an understanding of all the various 
aspects of a problem presented to them; a person whose understanding is imbued with a loving 
heart for all and for one person in particular when such is needed. And the same applies 
in regard to the term "without partiality." How easy it is for the human mind to judge a 
person or a situation from a very limited amount of evidence, or indeed by information 
obtained from hearsay. Of course, we all know that we should not judge another person 
whatever the circumstances - we have no right whatever to judge anyone and yet we are 
doing it constantly. 

Then there is the third term used in the epistle: "without hypocrisy." Put in reverse or in a 
positive sense, this could mean "with utmost sincerity." We cannot have wisdom without 
sincerity, but the wisdom is exercised, not only in relation to the quality of sincerity itself, 
but also in what may arise or develop in regard to the applicat ion of it.  We must be 
sincere, i.e. without hypocrisy regarding the person direct ly concerned, and also al l  
others who may be involved in the situation under review. Life is made up of 
judgments and decisions, and the person is wise who is able to make such judgments 
and decisions with discernment. 

I said at the beginning that the wise are endowed with knowledge. It can be said that the 
person who has knowledge understands that God has a plan for humanity and that 
this plan is evolution. Such is the knowledge that each of us is an immortal spark of God's 
own fire, and that from a state of divine latency humanity is, through an unfolding or 
evolutionary process, developing its consciousness and character to a state of divine 
self-realisation or perfection. The knowledge of this plan gives us the true direction in which 
we should go, just as the compass gives direction to the mariner in the navigation of his ship. 

To conclude I shall quote a portion of the Psalm of Wisdom as set out in our service of Vespers: 
Wisdom is the breath of the power of God:  
   and a pure influence flowing from the glory of the Almighty. 
She is the mother of fair love: and of patience and perseverance,  
   and of holy hope. 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness: and all her paths are peace.  
They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament: 

   and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.  
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The Feast of the Transfiguration 
By Will Johnston - Sydney 

 
 Of all the texts in all the Gospels that we hear from on Sunday’s I feel as if the 
one for the Feast of the Transfiguration to be one of the more mystical and 
spiritually moving. 
 
Looking at its place in the New Testament, we see this reading in Matthew, 
occurring snap bang in the middle of Jesus’s public ministry of preaching and 

healing as a strange punctuation before Jesus continues the same ministry as 
before while edging closer and closer to Jerusalem where he will, be betrayed, die, and rise again.  
 
In the middle of all the normal, practical activities of healing and preaching that we know and love, 
this weird and frightening thing happens – he takes some of his disciples up to the summit of 
mount Tabor with him, and while he’s there he’s transfigured before them – they see him glow, his 
clothing becomes brighter than anyone could bleach them, and there are two others that appear – 
the patriarchs Moses and Elias. At what the disciples probably thought was the height of the 
wonder, Peter calls out and exclaims “Lord, it is good for us to be here! Let’s build a house for 
everyone and we can stay here!” and that is when the cloud comes over them, a voice comes out 
of the cloud saying “This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased, hear ye him”, and the 
disciples fall on their faces sore afraid. After this, they are sworn to secrecy and they go back 
down the mountain where Jesus continues to minister with greater and greater zeal.  
 
Why does this happen like this? Why is this reading here in the middle of what seems like a whole 
lot of chapters of the regular adventures of Jesus and his friends?  
 
Sooner or later in a life where we make prayer and meditation a priority, we are blessed with what 
the medieval theologians referred to as a “consolation” – an experience out of the everyday norm 
of things that reminds us that we’re more or less on the right track. We are reminded in the 
everyday of the hidden side of things that our founders talked about so often, and we can see that 
beyond the everyday life there is a deeper meaning which our minds can occasionally pierce.  
 
Now, obviously, in these stories, we have the disciples constantly in the company of the Christ in 
his earthly ministry experiencing weird and wonderful things all day every day, so the transcendent 
experience of seeing the Christ transfigured, glowing, shining, in the Gospel reading from today is 
a consolation that - speaking for myself and not for you - someone like me might experience on a 
much grander scale.  
 
The Eastern theologians were very concerned with what was happening in the transfiguration – 
Origen talks about it in his commentary on Matthew telling us broadly that this was more or less 
the disciples experiencing the world as it truly is, seeing things clearly now the scales of daily life 
and ministry had fallen from their eyes, Gregory of Nyssa expanded on this saying that it is in the 
Transfiguration that we see things as they truly are, as they are in heaven and as they will be after 
the resurrection in the fulfillment of time.  
 
In the West, we have been more focused on the actions of Peter and less on the mystical 
showing, St. Augustine says that Peter, “as a man savouring the things of men says ‘Lord it is 
good to be here’, for he had been wearied with the multitude” – don’t we know what THAT feels 
like?  
 
The point is somewhere between the two, leading to a third point, but first – the transfiguration is a 
showing of things as they fully are in their completeness, either symbolically or literally for us when 
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we are deeply engaged in our spirituality – the world will take on a glowing, beautiful sheen where 
things are more significant than how they might ordinarily be.  
 
Secondly – we really want to stay in those places, we really want to be in that beautiful, comforting 
space of ease and Glory – because on a deep level this is how things SHOULD be! Why can’t 
Peter build a house for the Lord and Moses and Elijah on the mountain and live there with them in 
that state forever? Why can’t we spend all day in a space of quiet connection to God?  
 
The answer is because Peter James and John, you, and I, all have work to do.  
 
The disciples had to go back down to the plain and travel with the Christ to Jerusalem to continue 
their work, I have to mow lawns and do taxes, and you all have to do whatever it is you people do 
when I don’t see you at church.  
 
But all of the disciples took this light from the holy mountain with them – especially Peter who 
talked about it in his letters as well as you and I can take it with us – because it is, in fact, inside of 
us.  
 
In his book “The inner side of Christian Festivals”, Bishop Leadbeater tells us that “The 
transfiguration lies before every one of us. It is for us so to live that splendor, that glory that dwells 
within each of us now will be able to show itself forth… this festival conveys to us the lesson that 
every one of us is capable of that Transfiguration; that it will in time come inevitably to every one of 
us, and that we must bear this great fact in mind and so live that we may show forth in our outward 
lives the glory of the Christ who dwells in us”.  
 
The point of these mystical experiences for the disciples is the same for us – to fortify us in our 
earthly missions as Christ’s companions, bearing that great fact in mind, and to help us foster that 
inner life which allows us to show forth in our outward lives the Glory of the Christ who dwells 
within us.  
 
 
Going about in regular society glowing like an angel could be unhelpful, and likewise telling 
everyone we meet about a deep mystery we are party to through the liturgy might be off-putting – 
but showing people the Christ who dwells within as a kind companion, a preacher of his truth in 
word and deed, and an invitation to meet him not just in your life but here in the liturgy.   
 
This transfiguration which the disciples witnessed, which I know you all can and have or will 

experience is to strengthen us, and to show our light to others, you cannot stay there, you are to 

draw strength from it and to then bear that light to others so that they might be led to the same 

light inside of them.  
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“Christ Has Risen” 
by Pip van Dissel 

 
I find that when I think of Easter, I think of the possibility of transforming myself in some way from 
the old to a new way of being each year. To me, the symbol of the Cross and Easter is a reminder 
that personal growth is possible. My very first experience of Easter (which was in the LCC) I did 
with a deliberate intent and it was spiritually transforming and illuminating. In fact, I experienced 
within a moment, my true soul nature, and it was so profound that it has always stayed with me. It 
came at a time of great distress and a moment of complete surrender and was the start of a 
completely new life. What I thought was a disaster in my life turned-out to be a renewal, a new 
chapter. Of course, this doesn’t happen all that often, but the possibility is there for us to grow, 
even just in little ways. 

In a video talk given by Eckhart Tolle, he says: 
“There is a deep truth embodied in the center of Christianity. On the image of Christianity, is a man 
who is on a Cross in extreme suffering. And, ultimately, that means every human being. One could 
say that Jesus is the archetype of every human. Every human being is crucified by life, every 
human being goes through the suffering, and with the suffering comes the possibility of 
transcending the ego and entering the state of complete surrender and acceptance. Ultimately, 
you step out of your thinking mind.  

And what’s left when you are no longer thinking about yourself and your life and what went wrong?  
In fact, when thinking subsides, what is left of you when you are not thinking about yourself, or 
about anything – is that possible? 

Is that even possible at this very moment? Are you able to experience it right now, not needing to 
add any thought to this moment? Can you allow this moment to be as it is, so completely, that you 
do not add any interpretation to it? Just be it!… 

So, what is left of you right now? You’re not remembering your story. Without remembering your 
suffering, there is a sense of ‘beingness’ which is ‘I am’, nothing is added to the ‘I am’. What is left 
of you right now is a stillness, when thinking subsides, you have not lost consciousness, you 
haven’t fallen below thinking, you have risen above thinking.” – End of excerpt. 

By quietening the mind, we enter a higher state of consciousness which is a higher vibration and 
frequency. This is the “Christ Has Risen” in us. This is the “Second Coming”.  And the key word is 
‘surrender’. Accepting what is, letting it go, and surrendering and trusting to the Higher Power to 
look after us and guide us. This doesn’t mean we make no effort in life or that nothing bad 
happens to us, it means that whatever we do is what’s meant to happen and is part of the tapestry 
of all Life. We come to realize that we are living in conjunction with all that is – everything affects 
everything else – it’s all part of the ‘One Life’. When we realize this, we become very conscious 
and aware of our actions and thoughts because they have an effect on all. When we raise our 
consciousness, we also raise the worlds' consciousness. We realize, we are not living an 
independent life but have a responsibility to the whole of existence. Phew! That’s some 
responsibility! 

 Thought is vibration, and vibration travels, not just in our body and the physical world, but in the 
etheric and spiritual realms too. The energy of our thoughts has no limitations of distance...or even 
time.  It can be felt instantly on the other side of the world or even beyond the world. For instance, 
when we pray to God or the Angels with all our heart and energy, our thoughts become a vibration 
of that heart-felt frequency, and that is what is received.  

So, wouldn’t it be a great idea if we continue to watch our thoughts, trying to make them kind and forgiving, 

which will raise our consciousness, which is the Christ within us. If we can do this, Christ within us will have 

“Risen Indeed.”   
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CANDLEMAS 
(Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple) 
By The Very Rev. Frederick A. Shade - Melbourne 

 
 

In my presentation today, I am going to reflect on the Epistle (Ezekiel Ch. 40, 4 ff) rather than on the 
gospel reading as I have done in the past. The first reading is often over-looked because of the 
significance of the gospel reading. However, I have discovered a number of very interesting features 
in the section read today from Ezekiel and I want to share this with you. 
 
Ezekiel 
Ezekiel was son of Buzi, a priest in the line of Zadok, brought up in and around the temple, and he 
was familiar with Jeremiah and his teaching. Ezekiel was carried into captivity to Babylon along with 
their king Jehoiachin in 597 BC (2 Kings 24, 8 ff.). At that time he would be a man of around 30 
years of age. The exiles lived together on the banks of the Chebar for at least 22 years, and there 
he had a vision and a revelation calling him to the task of prophecy. He was not at first well received, 
and never had the success with the people that he had hoped for. Unlike the other major prophets, 
he exercised a priestly, or at least a pastoral office as well. His later life is completely unknown, but 
for many centuries Jews made pilgrimage to a grave near Baghdad, reputed to be his. The name 
Ezekiel means “Yahweh strengthens.” 
 
Book of Ezekiel 
The last eight chapters (of the book of Ezekiel) describe the changes that will take place when they 
go home. The organisation of the nation will be theocratic, not political. There will be a new temple 
and it is described in great detail. A new priesthood will operate - those of the line of Zadok (which, 
of course, was his own line) and they alone. There will be no High Priest, and the king's authority 
will be no more than nominal. The king will have an income, and will provide the sacrifices for the 
temple, but will exercise no real rule. God will speak to the priests and the priests will tell the people 
what God's will is. 
 
Contents 
The chariot vision in chapter 1 may be regarded as one of the inaugural visions. Its main purpose 
was to show the prophet that whatever may have happened to His Temple and city in Palestine, 
Yahweh was still with His people even though they were exiled in Babylon. 
 
The concluding chapters, 40-48, are a carefully elaborated sketch of the political structure of a 
repatriated Israel, not as a nation, but as an ecclesiastical organisation. The rules or instructions 
regarding the priesthood are precise; none but the Zadokites may officiate; priests who had 
ministered outside Jerusalem are reduced to the menial duties of the sanctuary. The other 
instructions include regulations to avoid ceremonial defilement (I have seen the purification baths 
outside the walls of the Temple in Jerusalem) the eradication of pagan elements of worship and the 
exclusion of rival objects of worship. All of these went a long way towards creating a new Judaism. 
 
Chapter 40 
The concluding chapters of Ezekiel’s writing form a strange contrast to the fiery oratory of the earlier 
prophecies. In reality, they are the essential complement to the judgements he had enunciated. 
Ezekiel was a priest as well as a prophet. It was his task to balance the prophecies of the ruin of the 
Temple, the departure of Yahweh and the scattering of the nation, with a detailed prediction of the 
rebuilding of the Temple, the return of Yahweh to His people and the reorganisation of the national 
life.  
 
His visions of the Temple cover a large number of chapters and we cannot go into detail here. I shall 
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confine myself to the few verses selected for our reading this morning. 
 
Ezekiel and the N.T. (New Testament) 
The link with the NT for us is that of Herod’s Temple. This is the one to which Mary took the baby 
Jesus on the 40th day after His birth. It is a copy of the Temple built after the Babylonian Captivity 
by Zerubbabel and in accordance with Ezekiel’s vision. 
 
Today’s extract introduces us to the following: 
1. Ezekiel’s vision of the Temple itself; 
2. The glory of the Lord (i.e. the presence of the Lord); 
3. God’s voice; 
4. The use of the form of address “son of man”. 
 
It is all of these features that links the Epistle to that of the Gospel for today. 
 
Son of Man 
There is one feature that I find most interesting, and that is the use of the term ‘son of man’ in 
Ezekiel, and its later appearance in the NT. 
 
In the NT this term/phrase ‘son of man’ refers to Christ. It is found only in the gospels and, most 
interestingly, coming from the lips of Jesus himself. They are passages that refer to (i) Christ Himself; 
(ii) the future suffering, death and resurrection of the Messiah; and (iii) to appearances of the Son 
of Man at the End of Time. 
 
And it is the OT (Old Testament) that gives us some clues as to its meaning. The prophet Ezekiel, 
whom we are dealing with today, is addressed by God as ‘son of man’, perhaps emphasising his 
humanity. This usage may be reflected in some passages in the gospels.  
 
In traditional analysis of the gospels the term ‘son of man’ is held to signify especially the humanity 
of Christ’s incarnate manhood as contrasted with the majesty of His Divinity denoted by the phrase 
‘Son of God’. Similarly, the term ‘son of man’ is thought to emphasise His universalist role as ‘son 
of Adam’ in contrast with the narrow nationalist conception associated with the title ‘Son of David’. 
 
Conclusion 
   The Temples that were built at Jerusalem during the long history of the Jews (KST (c1,000 BC), 
Z, (c500 BC) and Herod (c20 BC)), had the same design and were also intended to be a copy of the 
heavenly Temple. And so, the people believed that they worshipped God in the same way as the 
angels and the heavenly hosts do in the heavenly temple. 
 
The design of the Temple – the Inner Court, Sanctuary and Holy of Holies is replicated in the design 
of a church – narthex, nave and sanctuary; it is also a representation of our own makeup of Body, 
Soul and Spirit. Thus the experience that Ezekiel had was as much a spiritual one as a physical 
one. So, too, the Presentation of our Lord to God the Father in the Temple marks his dedication to 
the Source of All Life, as I have already said, and Herod’s Temple was a copy of Zerubbabel’s 
Temple in the time of Ezekiel.  
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HUGUENOT MEETING 
Melbourne Chapter On Saturday 19th March, we had the 

pleasure of a presentation at St John The Beloved by the 

Membership Secretary, Dennis Dyer from Canberra.  

His topic was “Weapons of the Spirit – Le Chambon sur 

Lingon WW2.” 

It was a very moving story of heroism and bravery, where the 

little Huguenot town of only 2,500 people in the south of 

France gave refuge to 500 Jews, most of them children. 

During the War, neither the police nor the army discovered any 

of the refugees, and they were never betrayed.  

The Melbourne members thank Dennis for coming and 

presenting such an inspiring story.   
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May your EASTER  

Be full of faith, peace and hope  

 

HAPPY 

EASTER 

TO ALL 
 


