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Vale Bishop Allan and Trish 

Trish Bradley departed from this earthly abode on 2nd May and was joined by her husband of many years 

three weeks later.  Both were dearly loved members of the Church of St Alban in Brisbane. (See article on 

pages: 5 & 6.) Their loss is keenly felt by all at St Alban’s. 

Vale Rev Dr Ronald Rivett 
Fr Ronald Rivett departed from this earth on 11th July marking the end of an era. Fr Ron devoted his life to 

service of the Liberal Catholic Church in this Province. The stained-glass windows in the Church of St Francis 

and St Alban in Sydney are a fitting memorial to a man of many talents. He served the Church he loved so 

well as Vicar, Vicar General and Editor of this magazine. He in turn was much loved by his parishioners and 

fellow clergy. (See article on page: 7) 

Vale Fr John van der Ley 
Fr John van der Ley was called to Higher Service on 25th June. Fr John was born in Bandung, Indonesia on 

13th December 1921.  Minor Orders were conferred on him in Holland and he was ordained to the Priesthood 

on New Year’s Day in 1965 in the Church of St Alban in Regent St Sydney. A number of us were attending 

a Young Theosophists’ camp at Terrigal so we all drove to St Alban’s to support Fr John. 

Fr John moved to Springbrook where he started the Chapel of the Holy Name.  He also supported the Church 

of St Michael and all Angels on the Gold Coast. Fr John later moved to Wyoming in NSW and then to 

Wauchope also in NSW. 

We extend our sincere condolences to Fr John’s widow, Rosanne, and to his children and grandchildren.  

Centenary Celebrations in Melbourne  
On Whitsunday our Melbourne Parish celebrated its centenary.  Services commenced in the Church of the 

Holy Spirit in Punt Road but difficulties with parking etc encouraged them to move to Glen Iris.  The new 

church took the name St John the Beloved.  Clergy and laity are proud of the fact that their church was the 

first Liberal Catholic Church in the world to conduct services in a building owned by the LCC rather than 

rented premises.  (See article on page 15)  

Adelaide 
The storage unit has been sorted out and emptied.  This was a difficult and heart-breaking task. Heart-

breaking because this meant final closure of our Parish in Adelaide. Good homes were found for much of the 

goods stored.  Melbourne, Perth, Sydney and Brisbane were recipients of such things as altar linen, hymn 

books and liturgies, candlesticks, vestments, chalices, a monstrance or two etc with some things still stored 

in the office downstairs in our church in Sydney.  Material has also been placed in Church Archives.  All in 

all, this was a “heavy week” for Heather and me, there being no locals able to assist in this arduous task.  

Perth 
In September this year the Cathedral Church of St John the Divine will celebrate the centenary of the Liberal 

Catholic Church in Perth. There will be a full report in the next issue of Communion. 

Sydney 
I have pleasure in announcing that I have appointed the Reverend Laurence Langley as Vicar of the Church 

of St Francis and St Alban. Fr Laurence travels a considerable distance to celebrate the Eucharist practically 

every Sunday.  His dedication is greatly appreciated by all who attend our Sydney church.  
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Tributes  
from Fr John Hawkins (Ed) 

Recently, we have had several very special friends of the Liberal Catholic Church in Australia, and 
very special friends of most, if not all members of the LCC in Australia, discard their physical 
bodies and return to the Source from which they came, functioning in their (more) subtle energy 
bodies, at a higher vibration. 

I wish to pay tribute to them all on a physical life well lived and include the following (selected) brief 
memories: 

Bp Allan and Trish Bradley were attending a retreat of the LCC in the southern Highlands of NSW. 
I remember how Trish sat quietly, already in the silence, while everyone else busily exhausted their 
need to talk, before the silence began. 

After lunch on one of the days Bp Allan (having done readings during lunch) announced “if anyone 
needs me, I will be having a horizontal meditation – I don’t think I will ever forget this witty comment. 

I remember Fr John van der Ley to be a quiet man and a deep thinker. 

Fr Ron Rivett: 
I spent a lot of time with Fr Ron over the past ten years; working with him on this 
magazine. Fr Ron was the editor for approximately 40 years. In the early days he 
designed the magazine manually; making a physical ‘mock-up’ for the printer to use 
as a template - this was a huge undertaking. 

Around ten years ago I began to assist Fr Ron and we started designing the magazine electronically 
- after a short time he insisted that I have the title subeditor and ultimately asked if I would take over 
the editorship, as he was finding it difficult to continue as editor. He still provided input, especially 
articles. I have many of Ron’s articles and will include them in future issues 

Over this time, we had wonderful conversations that ranged from the church, religion in general, 
spirituality, books and, of course, the magazine and submitted articles plus much more. I was 
honoured to spend time with such a wonderful thinker and consider Fr Ron to be a true friend. 

We can thank Rev. Dr Ronald Rivett for this,  

our Communion Magazine. 
 

About your Magazine: 
Editor: The Rev. John Hawkins 

Please send (or continue to send) articles. They can be of sermons, church matters or events in different parishes – 
anything to do with the church. 

Don’t be shy –we will do the editing and layout for you; without altering your message (although it must be acceptable 
to our Archbishop to ensure it is within the scope of the Magazine and of Church policy.)  

Note: Some write academically (with references etc.) – this is fine but don’t let this deter you – you don’t need to 
reference unless you wish to. It is, however, an accepted requirement, when directly quoting the work of others, to 
give them credit for their work. 

Communion Magazine will be published in April, August and December of each year 

Please submit Articles to John preferably by email, in a Word Document (.doc/.docx) format, to: 
fr.john.hawkins@liberalcatholicchurch.org.au 

or 
Post: P.O. Box 3769, Marsfield NSW 2122 

Please send your articles as soon as you have them (while you remember) and I will keep them, on file, for the 
following issue. 
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THE RIGHT REVEREND ALLAN HERBERT BRADLEY 
By Abp Graham Preston 

 

Allan Herbert Bradley was born in Brisbane on 17th August 1935 and ordained to the Priesthood in the 
Church of St Alban in Regent Street Sydney by Bishop Lawrence Burt on 28th December 1959. 

When Allan graduated from Kelvin Grove Teachers' College he was appointed to Ironside State School where 
he taught a young Frederic Richter who himself became a Priest in the Liberal Catholic Church.  Allan then 
taught in the Vasanta Garden School in Auckland New Zealand which was run by the Theosophical Society. 

On his return to Australia Allan taught at the Mosman Prep School in Sydney where he became Head 
Master.  When Allan returned to Brisbane he taught at Brisbane Boys College, his Alma Mater, where he 
became Head of the Junior School and eventually Deputy Principal of the whole school. 

I met Allan in about 1957 when he drove to Brisbane in a not-so-new car he christened Webster.  Liberal 
Catholics will know after whom Allan's car was named.  Heather and I had a close association with Allan - he 
was the Priest we asked to marry us.  We regret that we did not record the service because he delivered a 
wonderful address as part of the service.  

Allan served the Liberal Catholic Church well as Vicar of a number of Churches and Chapels in and around 
Sydney - the Chapel of St George in Hurstville, the Church of St Alban in Stanley Street Sydney and the 
Church of St Francis in Gordon.  He was the Director of the Liberal Catholic Institute of Studies from 1974 to 
2000 and also conducted Retreats and seminars in Sydney and Brisbane. 

Father Allan became Bishop Allan on 2nd October 1994 when he was consecrated to the Episcopate by the 
then Presiding Bishop, the Most Reverend Johannes van Alphen, in the Church of St Francis in Sydney.  For 
many years Allan was the second most senior Priest in the Province, with only the Reverend Doctor Ronald 
Rivett senior to him.  

The Provincial Episcopal Synod owes him a debt of gratitude for his service to the Liberal Catholic Church 
over so many years.  Bishop Allan, as we know, was a great talker - more than that he was a good 
listener.  He was always prepared to listen and advise. I have valued his advice over many years as have so 
many other members of the clergy and laity around the Australian Province. 

Bishop Allan once told me that the worst mistake a person in authority could make is one that concerns other 
people. He was Deputy Principal of BBC at the time and I was Head of the English Department at Cavendish 
Road SHS.  I took that advice to heart. 

We all looked to Bishop Allan for guidance with sermons and ceremonial. As his condition worsened he was 
no longer able to stand long enough to celebrate the Eucharist but he was still able to preach an excellent 
sermon. His voice could still be heard singing the hymns and the Eucharist itself. 

Bp Allan was an inspiration to all of us.  He was our tutor when we were studying the Liberal Catholic Institute 
of Studies course.  As a seasoned professional he was just the right man to be our teacher and mentor. 

Vale Bishop Allan Bradley.  You were loved and admired in life and your memory will be cherished for all 
time.  

Farewell dear friend.  May light perpetual shine upon you.   
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VALE TRISH BRADLEY 

By Abp Graham Preston 

 

I first met Trish Ferrie at a Young Theosophists’ Camp in December of 1962 and then we met 

again at a TS Convention at Binna Burra held over Easter in 1964. Her Father was the Very 

Reverend Ron Ferrie, Vicar General of the Liberal Catholic Church, so we had both Church and 

TS in common. 

We discussed such mundane things as what we were studying at University. Trish was majoring in 

Maths and something esoteric like Anthropology whereas I was intending to major in English 

Literature and Modern History. Anyone majoring in Maths was a serious student, so my majors 

looked pretty basic by comparison. 

I met Allan in about 1957 when he drove to Brisbane in a not-so-new car he christened Webster.  

Liberal Catholics will know after whom Allan’s car was named.  Very soon Allan and Trish were 

husband and wife and I saw their marriage as a match made in Heaven. 

Allan will freely admit that memory was not his strongest attribute so, fortunately for him, Trish had 

an excellent memory.  Theirs was almost a symbiotic relationship.  

When they moved to Brisbane, Trish taught Maths at Girls’ Grammar, walking from Toowong to 

Gregory Terrace.  Talk about mens sana in corpora sano (a sound mind in a sound body) – Trish 

must have been really fit! That must have been well over 4 km each way. 

Trish was an excellent teacher and a remarkable mother.  One Sunday evening when I was busy 

at church in the sanctuary two of my daughters, who were supposed to be practising being well 

behaved youngsters, had a little spat.  Trish soon sorted them out and sat between them. 

Trish was much more than an aid to Allan’s memory – she supported him in his work for the 

Liberal Catholic Church and encouraged him to complete his Arts Degree.  They were soul mates. 

They worked together to raise two children who are a credit to them.  Trish’s legacy lives on via 

their children and grandchildren. Trish certainly has made an impression on this world and will 

surely make her presence felt in the next world. 

Vale Trish Bradley.  Rest in Peace, dear friend. 

Abp Graham Preston 
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EULOGY FOR THE REVEREND DOCTOR RONALD RIVETT 
By Abp Graham Preston 

 
At the age of three Ronald Albert Rivett was baptised in the Manor Chapel by Bishop George 

Arundale but did not become active in the LCC until he was 21. After Ron’s grandmother’s funeral 

Bishop Lawrence Burt returned with Ron’s mother and cousin and this meeting greatly impressed 

Ron. Ron learned that the service at St Alban’s was broadcast on Radio 2GB every Sunday 

morning and he listened avidly for about a year. Sermons preached by Bishop Burt and the Very 

Rev Charles Hankin impressed Ron greatly and in his own words he finally plucked up enough 

courage to drive into the city. 

To cut a long story short Ron was fitted out with a red cassock and given a crash course in the use 

of a thurible and in due course asked to prepare sermons for evening services in St Alban’s.   

After having a few years’ experience as a doctor in Sydney Ron took up his father’s offer of an 

overseas “holiday” during which he gained further medical and ecclesiastic experience. Having 

been ordained to the Subdiaconate by Bishop Burt in The Manor Chapel before his departure, 

Ron was a welcome addition to the sanctuary team in the Pro-Cathedral of St Mary in London. 

On his return to Australia he was ordained to the Diaconate and then to the Priesthood.  Fr Ron 

soon made a lasting impression on the LCC in Australia. 

 I first met Fr Ron on Christmas Eve 1968 in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit in Ron and Ruth’s home 

in Castlecrag.  Fr Ron entered singing Benjamin Britten’s Hodei Christus natus est.  The 

atmosphere was electric. Here we had an MB BS FRCS, a senior Priest in the LCC with a voice 

that echoed through the chapel.  The sacring bell was a ship’s bell that needed a decent wallop to 

produce the right note.  I was more than a bit impressed!   

Ron’s reputation had preceded him. He was one of the Three Musketeers – Brian Parry, Allan 

Bradley and Ron Rivett – the St Alban’s Trio.  I had met Brian and Allan many years before and 

wondered what sort of man I was about to meet and was certainly not disappointed! 

Ron was an excellent ceremonialist, a great innovator who had a fine singing and speaking voice.  

He personified the Liberal Catholic Church.  I shall always remember him as the Priest in sandals, 

wearing a cassock with a cowl. As a member of the now defunct Order of St Francis Ron had a 

brown cassock and actually resembled St Francis himself. 

Ron’s contribution to the Liberal Catholic Church was massive – he was editor of Communion, the 

magazine of the Province and Vicar General for many years and Priest in Charge of the Chapel of 

the Holy Spirit in Castlecrag and later Vicar of the Church of St Francis, later named St Francis 

and St Alban. The LCC owes Fr Ronald Rivett a deep debt of gratitude.  

Vale Ronald Albert Rivett. 

Abp Graham 
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EULOGY FOR DAD 

By Rhondi Gartenfeld (Fr Ron’s daughter) - 20/07/2018 

 
 
Dad was a man of many talents. He was a doctor, priest, musician and a pilot among other things.  

He also designed Sunningdale House in Castle Crag, a veritable Tudor mansion; the home where 
we grew up. Many a good fancy dress party was held in that house and we had more animals 
than in a zoo. We had a very privileged upbringing.  

When dad was in the surgery, or wearing one of his many hats, we rarely saw him as he was 
always so busy. I remember often standing outside his surgery waiting to hear the creak of his 
chair which indicated that he was about to see the patient out. As he opened the door, I would 
then pretend to be just walking by just to get a hug from him. This happened on a regular basis 
throughout my early years. I also became his secretary for a short time in my teen years, just so I 
could see more of him.  

When Dad was conducting a service, in his priestly duties, I remember hearing it thru the wall of 
my bedroom. I took great joy in hearing and singing without having to get out of bed.  

When I was old enough and finally did attend church, I remember having communion for the first 
time. This was in the days when real red wine was used. Well, that was a shock, I raced out of the 
chapel so fast, I couldn’t rinse my mouth out quickly enough. The parishioners and Dad had a 
great laugh!  

The only time Dad preached to me out of church was when I was a smoker, I said 
“it is my life and I’ll do what I want” and he retorted “no it’s not, it’s Gods life.” Since then, I have 
learned what he meant and that it is true.  

Dad was part of a group of musicians called the Sunningdale Baroque Ensemble which played 
concerts four times a year in our music room. Dad played the harpsichord and clavichord.  

I remember selling tickets and serving plates of food and thinking how beautifully dressed all the 
people were and how lovely it sounded in the antique wood paneled room with gas lighting - the 
atmosphere was amazing!  

Dad learned to fly a plane and once his brother Howard got his license, they flew to their surgery 
in Orange NSW once a week. He took us up in their plane once, ‘Romeo Hotel Romeo’, which was 
the catalyst to my future “flying” career. 

I became a flight attendant with Qantas. Dad used to call the planes ‘my Tardis’ (he was a big fan 
of Dr Who) and he would always ask where my Tardis was taking me this time. 

You know, even though I became a teacher, I think Dad was prouder that I was a flight attendant, 
or maybe it was just the duty-free whiskey I brought back for him every trip...?! 

I could talk forever about how clever, talented, generous and loving Dad was, but I think many of 
you who knew him would agree that he touched all of us in one way or another! He was always 
there with a ‘smile’ and a willing ‘Yes’!  

Dad, I’m going to miss you so much! 
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Passed beyond the Veil 
Tributes by The Very Rev. Frederick Shade 

Vicar of St John The Beloved in Melbourne Vic. 

During the past few months the Church and this parish have lost a number of devoted members 
and leaders. 

Vale Ian Hunter 
Fr Ian Hunter has been a strong supporter of the Church and especially this parish. He was Fr 
Fred’s confidant and spiritual adviser for many years and was a long-time friend of our Archbishop 
Graham Preston as they were at university together in Brisbane many years ago. 

Vale Trish and Allan Bradley 
Trish continued to attend the Brisbane church for many years in spite of her stroke. Fr Fred has 
some wonderful memories of her, especially in regard to her work as the Warden in Sydney of the 
Order of St. Alban. Bishop Allan Bradley is second only to Fr Ron Rivett as the longest serving 
priest in this province. He was Fr Fred’s Tutor for the Liberal Catholic Institute of Studies course 
and was also the Visitor to the Order of St Alban, of which our vicar was Prior. He attended our 
Vicar’s ordination in 1981 and was one of the deacons. His work as the Director of LCIS for many 
years was one of his several legacies. He passed away a few weeks after Trish’s passing. 

Vale Ron Rivett 
Fr Ron Rivett was vicar of St Francis in Gordon for many years. The beautiful stained-glass 
windows created by him are just one of his legacies. His editorship and articles in the national 
magazine Communion placed the journal on the world stage as one of the finest that the Church 
produced. His knowledge of history and liturgy was second to none. He contributed a number of 
papers for the LCIS course on church history and liturgy. His friendship was something to be 
treasured. 

Vale John van der Ley 
Fr John was a priest for many years in Sydney and later moved to country Queensland. Together 
with Allan Bradley, he travelled to the General Episcopal Synod in the U.S.A. many years ago and 
supported Bishop Sten (Presiding Bishop) who wanted to set up the Liberal Catholic Institute of 
Studies. This they did, and John was its secretary in this province for many years. John and Allan 
Bradley devised the syllabus together with some priests in America. Fr John came to Melbourne 
for our Vicar’s ordination in 1981 and was one of the deacons in the service. The Liturgical 
Development Commission was established many years ago with its founding members being Ron 
Rivett, Allan Bradley, John van der Ley and Fred Shade. Our Vicar recalls the fabulous time he 
had with his colleagues on this Commission (he is now its Chairman), and the encouragement and 
support he received from them. It is the end of an era. 

Vale Zillah Wooster 
Dr Zillah Wooster passed away at the end of August. She was a former member of the parish and 
spent many years on the Vestry and made a significant contribution to the running of the parish. 
Zillah was also a Director of the Church Trust and was instrumental in updating its operations to 
conform to the new state legislation and have it registered as a charitable trust. 

They have left us all with happy memories of our times together.  We should remember those 
happy times and not dwell on what seems at this time to be sadness.  In the words of our liturgy 
“we must endeavour to lay aside the thought of our personal loss and dwell only on their 
great and most glorious gain.”  So easy to say but so hard to do! 

Abp Graham 
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On the Lord’s Prayer 
By Rev. Dr Greg Connolly 

Vicar, St Thomas’ Liberal Catholic Church, Melba, ACT 

There are those who would remove recital of the Lord’s Prayer from public ceremony, such as the 
opening of a Parliamentary season, and those who wish to retain it. 

Whatever the decisions and the reasoning, I would ask everyone to consider what is actually being 
asked in the Lord’s Prayer. Please, do not either say it, or dismiss it, as empty ritual.  

I would ask that we meditate on the following. 

Let us have a good community, where all members have the opportunity to lead worthy lives. Let 
us have a community where all people are adequately fed, adequately clothed and adequately 
housed. 

Let us understand that if we harshly or unfairly judge others, we leave ourselves open to harsh or 
unfair judgement by others. 

When we are given privileges and benefits in order to do our job, help us understand that we are 
not to claim past what we are entitled to, and that we should do all our work to the best of our 
ability. 

Let us have a world without evil. A world with compassion, generosity and openness of heart and 
mind, and without hatred, selfishness or self-righteousness. 

Let us also understand that we cannot wait for a good world to be given to us by a benign 
providence, but each of us should work as best we can to make this world a better place. 

Further, let those who wish to ask for God’s help in bringing this about, ask, at least in private, and 
let those who see God as irrelevant and just want to get on with it, get on with it.  
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What’s Happened to the Number of Liberal Catholics? 

by Rev Dr Greg Connolly 

Vicar, St Thomas’ Liberal Catholic Church, Melba, ACT, 2615 

Many of us have noticed that the numbers of our members and of those attending our 

services have been dropping over the last five years or so. This is confirmed by 
looking at the numbers of people reporting that they are affiliated with the Liberal 

Catholic Church in the two latest releases of the ABS’s Census of Population and 
Housing, which is usually known simply as the Census. In this article, I’m putting this 

in the context of what’s happening with other religious affiliations in Australia. For my 
comparison, I’ll compare the results in 2011 with those of the most recent Census in 

2016.  

What’s been happening to our own denomination? The sad news is that we’re not only 
very small, but also shrinking, at least in terms of people formally stating ‘Liberal 

Catholic Church’ as their religious affiliation in the Census. The number of people 
who’ve reported that they belong to the Liberal Catholic Church has fallen from 304 in 

the 2011 Census to 214 in the 2016 Census. This is a 30 per cent fall. The good news 
is that we’re rare and distinctive. In 2016, the people who identified themselves as 

Liberal Catholics represented one thousandth of one per cent of the population.  

The proportion of people who report “No Religion” for the question on religion in the 
Australian Census has risen sharply from 22.3 per cent in 2011 to 30.1 per cent in 

20161. As the ABS states in its 2016 Census feature article on religion: “No religion 
includes secular beliefs (e.g. Atheism) and other spiritual beliefs (e.g. New Age)”. 

Another caveat on this result is that the ABS states that “No religion” is now placed at 
the top of the list of options in the Census form, but it had not previously been placed 

there2. For some people who are unsure about their religious beliefs, or for “donkey 

voters”, the easiest option would now be to answer “No religion”.  

A remote possibility is that some people in the 2016 Census might have written “No 

religion” because they did not want to state what their religion was, after the 
problems with the denial-of-service attacks which stopped people from filling out their 

Census forms online. They may have been afraid that the results could have been 
hacked. The counter-argument to this is that the question on Religion is one of the 

few voluntary questions in the Census, but people may not have realised this.  

The number of people who put ‘No Religion’ was very large at over 7 million. Of 
these, ‘Other Spiritual Beliefs’ was a very small component, being only around 39,000 

people or 0.2 per cent of the population. In this category, one of the things that 
interested me is that 1,520 people put ‘New Age’ as their religious affiliation in 2016. 

This is a large fall, of 42 per cent, from the 2,628 people who put ‘New Age’ as their 

religious affiliation in 2011. At first glance, it appears as though the new age is 

getting old.  

Of the seven million who stated ‘No Religion’, very few were willing to be come out 
and state that they were either Atheists or Agnostics. There were about 32,000 

Atheists and about 26,000 Agnostics. Both of these represented 0.1 per cent of the 

population. Since an Agnostic is someone who’s not sure about the existence of God, 
but that only one in 300 people who put ‘No religion’ were willing to come out and 

state that they were Agnostic indicates to me that there are a lot of people who are 
not sure about not being sure about whether God exists or not. This reminds me of 
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the old Irish saying, “To be sure, to be sure” but this is like the opposite of this 

saying.   

What’s more, it appears that even though there’s been a large rise in people who 

state ‘No religion’ in the Census, they are becoming less sure. The number of Atheists 
has fallen around 45 per cent, from a level of around 59,000 in the 2011 Census. The 

number of Agnostics has also fallen, by 24 per cent, from its level in 2011.  

One thing that I find curious about the question and answer categories on religious 
affiliation in the Census is that there appears to be a confusion of religions and 

denominations in the categories provided in the answers. The question in the Census 

is: “What is the person’s religion?” and the categories provided by the ABS3 are: 

• No religion; 
• Catholic; 

• Anglican (Church of England); 
• Uniting Church; 

• Presbyterian; 
• Buddhism; 

• Islam; 
• Greek Orthodox; 

• Baptist; 
• Hinduism; 

• Other (please specify). 

However, if someone asked me my religion, I would say “Christianity” and then state 
that my denomination within Christianity is Liberal Catholic, and indeed, this is what I 

put under the “Other” category when I fill out the Census. There are a large number 
of people, numbering over 612,000 people or 2.6 per cent of the population, who 

were recorded as having a religious affiliation of “Christianity, not further defined” in 

the 2016 Census. It’s possible that there could be some Liberal Catholics who are 
recorded under other categories, such as “Christianity”, “Catholic” or even other 

categories such as “Theosophy” or “Buddhism” if they are both, but even so the 

numbers of Liberal Catholics appear to be very small and shrinking.    

One thing that I find mildly disturbing is that there were 2,443 people who put 

‘Satanism’ as their religious affiliation in the 2016 Census. This is more than 10 times 

as many people as put ‘Liberal Catholic Church’ as their religious affiliation.  

One of the religious affiliations that is relevant to the Liberal Catholic Church is 
Theosophy, given that there are a reasonable number of people, myself included, who 

are both Theosophists and members of the Liberal Catholic Church. The number of 

people who identified ‘Theosophy’ as their religious affiliation has fallen by a sharp 40 

per cent, from 1485 in 2011 to 893 in 2016.  

Overall, people who identified themselves as Christians are now barely a majority of 
the population, at 52.1 per cent of the population in 2016. This is a large fall of 

around 9 percentage points, from 2011. It is a massive fall from the 88 per cent of 

the population who identified themselves as Christians in 1966. All of the major 
denominations in Christianity have fallen as a share of the population, with Catholics 

falling by almost 3 percentage points and Anglicans falling by almost 4 percentage 
points. Three of the other religions, namely Islam, Hinduism and Sikhism have been 

growing moderately as a percentage of the population over the five years to 2016. 
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The growth in the latter two religions reflects strong growth in immigration from 

India.  

In summary, a comparison of the statistics on religious affiliation between the 2011 

Census and the 2016 Census reveals that people who state that they belong to the 
Liberal Catholic Church are very small in number and their number has fallen 

noticeably, that people who state that they are Christians are falling as a share of the 
population and now are barely the majority of the population and that while the 

number of people who state “No religion” appears to be growing rapidly, only a small 
and falling proportion of these are definite enough about their beliefs to state that 

they are Atheists, Agnostics, Humanists or Rationalists. In conclusion, they give me a 
sobering view about the relative decline of Christianity in our country, both overall 

and for our own small denomination.   

______________________________________________ 

References: 

1 The material relating to the ABS’s Census in this paragraph was obtained from the article, “Religion in 
Australia, 2016”, from ABS (2017), Census of Population and Housing: Reflecting Australia - Stories from 
the Census, 2016, ABS Cat. No. 2071.0, downloaded from:  
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/2071.0~2016~Main%20Features~Religio
n%20Article~80 on 12 March 2018.   

2 The ABS states that “No religion” was moved to the top of the list for the first time in the 2016 Census in: 
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/2008.0~2016~Main%20Features~Religio
us%20affiliation~111 

3 The question and answer categories are provided by the ABS at: 
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/2008.0~2016~Main%20Features~Religio
us%20affiliation~111. 

4 The material for this paragraph was obtained from the Feature Article on religion from the 2016 Census, 
namely: 
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/2071.0~2016~Main%20Features~Religio
n%20Article~80. 
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http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/2008.0~2016~Main%20Features~Religious%20affiliation~111
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/2071.0~2016~Main%20Features~Religion%20Article~80
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/2071.0~2016~Main%20Features~Religion%20Article~80
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Evolution – the bigger picture 
Bp Richard Taylor 

The Sundays in Trinity continue in the month of July.  These Sundays all have weekly “intents”, short 
statements which are offered to us for reflection and to incorporate into our meditations.  An overarching 
theme that underpins the Church year is that of spiritual growth of all participants in the Christian traditions.  
We might term this process “spiritual evolution” and I would like to share some thoughts on this theme with 
you now. 

Darwin’s book, “The Origin of Species”, was published in 1859.  We can all imagine the impact that it had on 
the many different groups of people who were active in the Church at that time, and also on people separate 
from the Church, some of whom may have been engaged in a scientific occupation.  The big controversy that 
Darwin’s book unleashed was, at its heart, whether God created the world (ascertained at that time at about 
6000 years ago) and continued to maintain it, as is, or were there “other” forces in nature that produced slow 
changes in everything that we observe in the material world, including humans, these changes being labelled 
“evolution”.  

This particular controversy does not raise much excitement in the present day, given the massive increase 
in scientific activity and the influence of science in our everyday lives, and also the very significant decrease 
in public attendance at church or acknowledgement of religion and God.  I am not at all suggesting that 
science and church attendance are mutually opposed.  There are many and varied influences in modern life 
that lead to declining church attendance. Today the controversies we debate publicly are the building of walls 
between peoples (eg the US and Mexico), immigration all over the world, terrorism and military threats and 
invasions. 

The Liberal Catholic Church has as part of its teachings and general understanding the concept that the 
whole universe and everything in it is changing and evolving under a plan orchestrated by God.  This rather 
bold statement, by being so brief leaves out all the interesting detail of the role of humans, science, cause 
and effect, leading a satisfying and useful life, and so on.  In particular, this statement leaves out the 
complimentary teaching that the vast array of angels (also called Devas or “the shining ones”) assist with 
God’s plan of evolution by responding to the Divine Will and directing currents of evolutionary force through 
all the universe. 

One of the expressions of this Divine Will is the energy released by the Christ during the Consecration, which 
is part of the Eucharist, in which the angels play a vital role. During the Liberal Catholic Church Eucharist, as 
part of the Preface which begins the Prayer of Consecration, we recognise nine orders of angels as “Angels 
and Archangels, Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, Cherubim and Seraphim”. We have 
an expectation that these angels act in a coordinated way and willingly cooperate with the Celebrant and all 
the participants of the Eucharist to channel the release of Christ’s blessing which consecrates, uplifts and 
knits together the prayers, emotions, thoughts and song of the Eucharist. 

 
Angel fresco in Turin by Giuseppi Rollini 1889-1891 

The Intent of the 5th Sunday after Trinity is “God as Peace”.  Part of the Gospel appointed for this Sunday 
comes from St John and reads, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you”. This passage is a reminder to us that truly enduring peace that leads to a life of honest 
significance and contribution comes from inner sources of power and strength.  These inner sources are 
inextricably linked to the Divine Will driving the evolutionary processes of which we are all a part. Recalling 
that we can always call on the cooperation and assistance of the hosts of angels in our journeys should give 
us a spring in our step, and on the not-so-good days, encouragement to smile and rejoice. 

With God’s blessing 
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Melbourne Centenary Articles 

Centenary of the Melbourne Parish 
1918 – 2018 

The Very Reverend Fred Shade (Vicar) 

The first parish church of the Liberal Catholic Church was established in Punt Road 
Richmond. The Church of the Holy Spirit was consecrated on Whitsunday in 1918 by Bishop 
James Wedgwood. Owing to the increase in traffic in Punt Road in recent years and the 
difficulty in parking in the narrow streets surrounding the church, the parish moved to its 
present location in Carroll Crescent Glen Iris. A new name was chosen, St John The 
Beloved, and it was consecrated on Whitsunday in 1975 by Bishop Sten von Krusenstierna. 

The parish in its two locations has had an illustrious history and a proud record of serving 
Christ, his Church and the community. The commitment, dedication and personal sacrifice 

for the church over these many years by its clergy and members is an extraordinary story and 
worthy of permanent record.  

On Sunday 20th May 2018 (Whitsunday) the service began with an observance of thanksgiving titled “An Act 
of Thanksgiving for the Heritage of the Church”. There was a large number present, the largest for some 
years. The sanctuary team then processed in with Archbishop Graham Preston as the celebrant. Following 
the Invocation, a procession led by the Vicar was formed for the rededication of the church. The hymn 
“Blessed city, heavenly Salem” was sung as the seven Ray-Crosses were censed and prayers offered. On 
returning to the sanctuary the holy eucharist continued. Archbishop Graham delivered the sermon. 

After the service everyone adjourned to the social room for refreshments where there was a magnificent 
birthday cake on display. Archbishop Graham delivered and presented the Vicar with an Address 
congratulating the parish on its 100 years of work. Blanche Lough then read and presented Deaconess 
Marion Gilchrist, our organist, with a Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of the parish, acknowledging her 
many years of work for the church both in Richmond and Glen Iris. Then the Vicar launched a publication 
that celebrated the centenary. Its 102 pages includes recollections of several leaders of the parish during the 
past 100 years, including photos of some of them and of the sanctuary team in recent times. A copy has 
been sent to each bishop and parish. 

The celebrations were significant not only for Melbourne but for the province and the Church in general, as 
the Melbourne parish was the first to be established (1918). It has had a continuous history for all of these 
years, and the celebrations have inspired members to continue the work in the name of our Lord. 

 
The sanctuary team for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist: 

(l to r) Back row: Rev. Alan Davis, Archbishop Graham Preston, Rev. Russell Cole 

Front row: Blanche Lough, Daniel Ngansele, Fr Fred Shade 
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Photos from the Centenary Celebrations in Melbourne 
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WHITSUNDAY 

Melbourne Centenary Sermon 

Abp Graham Preston 

The name of today is taken from the white baptismal robes traditionally worn on that day.  Church 

Historians maintain that 300 people were baptised on the first Whitsunday. 

Another name for today is Pentecost – the 50th day after the Feast of the Passover – the feast of the 

harvest – rejoicing and thanksgiving for God’s gift at harvest time. 

Another suggestion concerning the derivation of the name comes from the term wit Sunday – 

meaning wisdom Sunday – signifying the outpouring of the wisdom of the Holy Ghost upon the 

Apostles.  

Whitsunday commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles at Pentecost – 

outwardly shown as cloven tongues of fire above their heads. For this reason the colour of the day 

is red, despite the name indicating white. The ecclesiastical colour for Feast Days of the Holy Spirit 

is red. 

Jesus told his followers that he would not leave them comfortless – the Comforter is the Third Aspect 

of the Holy Trinity - the Paraclete.  Fire is the symbol of the Holy Spirit and He is constantly described 

as the Breath of God, the Fire of Love. 

The Holy Spirit is the Encourager, the Strengthener – poured upon us at Confirmation.  The 

Comforter will be with Christ’s Disciples always and everywhere. 

The Paraclete will extend the range of Jesus’ teaching to the world and will advance the Disciples’ 

understanding of “the truth” which is identical with Jesus. 

The Disciples received the seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit – they baptised with the Holy Spirit. 

Today’s Gospel indicates the presence of the Holy Spirit after the Ascension and today’s Epistle 

indicates its work. 

Pentecost is a sign of vital fulfilment – the First Fruits.  Christ’s atoning work is finished and accepted 

by God. 

Because we now share the promise of the Father we have been baptised with the Holy Spirit.  This is 

the crowning gift of today’s Gospel.  Such baptism initiates us into the company of those who share 

in this baptism – the fellowship of the Spirit.  We have become the fruit of the Spirit and express the 

life of God and are empowered to use the Gifts of the Spirit to inspire others. 

These blessings are ours to enjoy – by our enjoyment and use of these gifts we encourage others 

to acknowledge the wonderful works of God. 

In doing so we will demonstrate that we have escaped from the darkness (of Egypt) and have entered 

into light (the Promised Land).  Today’s Epistle tells us “they were together in one place” – which 

means the concentration of all the faculties and activities of mind and body in acknowledgement and 

praise of Spirit. There was a descent of spiritual energy into the body – it filled the whole house. 

“The multitude came together and were confounded” – our devotional nature often lifts us in 
consciousness until we realise the urge of Spirit for expression – a greater activity of Spirit in body 
consciousness.  On the Day of Pentecost the spiritually exhilarated Disciples were thought to be 
“filled with new wine” – their faculties of mind received new power to express Truth – speaking in 
other tongues – and go forth to preach this truth. 
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“The Day of Pentecost” signifies a gathering of spiritual power for the purpose of harvesting the first 

fruits of Spirit and a dedicating of these new forces of Spirit to unselfish service in the vineyard of 

the Lord. 

Spirit always manifests according to the measure of our faith and trust.  When our people (thoughts) 

are gathered in the upper chamber (a place of high spiritual understanding) and are unified in thought 

and purpose (prayer), the way of the Lord is made straight.  We receive the gift of gifts – the baptism 

of the Holy Spirit. 

Today we are celebrating an extra special Whitsunday. On this day 100 years ago The Church of 

the Holy Spirit was consecrated by Bishop Wedgwood, assisted by Bishop Mazel. Both Bishops 

have been called to Higher Service but Bishop Mazel is represented today by my pectoral cross. 

Melbourne’s church on Punt Road in Richmond was the first Liberal Catholic Church in the world to 

be established on its own property. The history of the building and subsequent move to Glen Iris are 

described in detail in Fr Fred’s 102 page booklet so I need not dwell on these details. Suffice it to 

say this Parish had a great influence on developments elsewhere in Australia. 

Fr Fred’s booklet includes several influential people’s memories but I would like to add my own. 

In December 1963 my twin brother and I visited Melbourne after touring the Snowy Mountains 

scheme.  As it was Christmas Eve we decided to find the Liberal Catholic Church in Melbourne.  We 

drove up and down Punt Road but could not find the Church of the Holy Spirit.  We found it next day, 

Christmas Day, and were able to sit in the congregation.  A few days later we called in to see Mr 

Farquharson, as we called this venerable Priest. The imposing figure of a woman with an Irish accent 

met us at the door and seemed reluctant to admit two 20 year olds who claimed to know Fr John 

from his frequent visits to Brisbane.  We also mentioned our father’s name in case that helped.  

Something did so we were finally admitted into Mr Farquharson’s venerable presence.  Somebody 

should have warned us so we could have been better prepared.  Every Saturday morning Michael 

and I used to clean both the Church of St Alban and Besant House which was right next door. Seeing 

Mr Farquharson stayed in the little flat in the TS reserved for visiting lecturers when he was visiting 

Brisbane he knew who we were. 

This Parish, in both the Church of the Holy Spirit and the Church of St John the Beloved, has 

witnessed the ordination of numerous Priests and the consecration of Bishop Christopher Bannister 

on 16th July 1972. Bishop Christopher was quite attached to this Parish in more ways than one.  On 

his retirement as Regionary Bishop he and his wife, Miriam, moved from Sydney to Narre Warren 

not so very far from Glen Iris. 

This Parish has produced two Vicars General, Fr John Farquharson and Fr Fred Shade, the current 

incumbent. 

For many years a tape library operated from here and our Provincial Magazine, Communion, was 

edited and published by this Parish. This Parish has contributed much to the development of the 

Liberal Catholic Church in Australia and we expect that it will continue to do so. 

Thank you, Fr Fred and your predecessors, for so much effort over so many years! 

+Graham Preston 

20th May 2018 
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THE ASCENSION, COMPLETION OF OUR SPIRITUAL EVOLUTION 
Bp Isaac Zaney - (Regionary Bishop Emeritus, Ghana) 

 
THE MYSTERY JOURNEY SO FAR 

(1) The Christmas Mystery Drama 
On Ascension Day, forty days after Easter, we conclude the dramatized story of the Christ Life which 
we began at Christmas. Christmas is the story of how, at the Winter Solstice, in the northern deep 
mid-winter “long ago”, on December 25, the Christ Child was born to a Virgin; how there was 
rejoicing among the heavenly host, and the rejoicing was relayed down to earth to the Shepherds 
who were watching over the sleeping sheep during the dark hours of the night; how also three Wise 
Men came with three gifts for the holy Child.  

Actually, the story had begun nine months earlier at the Spring Equinox, when the Sun was at the 
Equator, on March 25. At that time Virgin Maria received divine intimation from on high that she 
would become pregnant with a child as a result of the Holy Spirit coming upon her, the 
announcement being made by Angel Gabriel. 

The Annunciation was similar to the story of the birth of the Universe, as narrated in the Genesis 
account – how, in the beginning, the Spirit of God moved over the waters in the Deep, and the 
Creative Word went forth, and Light emerged from the pristine Darkness. 

It is to be noted also, as stated in St. John’s Gospel, that that Light, which emerged from the primeval 
Darkness was the same Light that lights every human being that comes into the world. In other 
words, that Light which St. John identified with the Christ Child, born on Christmas Day, is in the 
core of every human being. 

Thus we are able to link up the birth of the Cosmic Light in the Cosmic Night with the birth of the 
Christ Child of Maria in the deep mid-winter night and also with the indwelling Light within every 
human being; which Light now shines in the darkness of our being, is not yet manifest, and yet 
remains in us the hope of our glory some time to come: “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). 
So, we see that Christmas is a dramatization of a cosmic event as well as of a certain mystical birth, 
expected in every human heart in due course.  

What is this Light? - See the footnote at the end of this article.  

What is spoken of as “the Christmas of the Soul’, – the eventual shining forth of that inherent Light 
within every human being – is the first stage in our spiritual unfolding. The dramatized story of the 
Christ Child, which thus began at Christmas, progressed through a number of very significant 
stages, at each of which there was a divine declaration, just as there was a divine declaration at the 
Annunciation as well as at Christmas that “a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” was born (Lk.2:11).  

(2) The Baptism  
The next significant stage in the unfolding of the mystery drama, the next act, you might say, was 
the Baptism, when the Holy Child, now an adult, had the descent of the Spirt of God upon him, and 
there was the divine declaration: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

(3) The Transfiguration  
The next event was the Transfiguration, when the Light that was within – the indwelling glory – 
radiated out to become the visible aura surrounding the man. Again, came the repeated divine 
acknowledgment: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” To that declaration there 
was now an injunction: “Hear ye him.” In this injunction we were being told that the transfigured man 
had a message to which the world should listen; he had in fact become the Divine Voice, the “Word.” 

In the Liberal Catholic Church’s telling of the story we bring in here the Presentation of the Christ 
Child in the Temple of his Father. On that occasion the manifestation of the Divine was 
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acknowledged by two spiritually enlightened individuals. He was recognized by devout Simeon and 
prophetess Anna as “the Lord’s Christ” and “a light to lighten he nations” (Lk. 1:26, 32.) 

(4) The Crucifixion and Resurrection Dramas 
The fourth stage, or act, was the Resurrection after the Crucifixion and the Death. Again, there was 
a divine declaration at the tomb: “He is not here; he has risen, he is risen from the dead.” Now, the 
Resurrection is always after the Spring Equinox, either soon after, “as it begins to dawn” (according 
to St. Matthew), or a few weeks after “at the rising of the sun” (according to St. Mark). The age of 
darkness is definitely over. A new life is entered upon. 

NOW THE ASCENSION DRAMA 

Finally comes the Ascension. That which had come down at the beginning from the Father, from 
Heaven, and dwelt on earth through many trying circumstances, punctuated by ever increasing 
glory, must eventually return whence it had come. The cyclical journey must be completed. Christ, 
the vehicle of the Father, who manifested the Father’s glory through himself on earth, has now, after 
the apparent separation, to re-ascend into Heaven, to resume the glory he had with the Father in 
Heaven, “on the right hand of the majesty on high.” (Heb. 1:3). 
  
But on the occasion of the Ascension we are told that the cycle will be repeated. The divine 
declaration this time is: “This same Jesus who is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come, in 
like manner, as ye have seen him go.” But this is really no news. For Prophet Micah had told the 
Jewish nation that the Messiah, whom they were to expect according to Isaiah’s prophecy, had been 
going forth from of old: “But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands 
of Judah, yet out of thee, shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler of Israel; whose goings forth 
have been of old, from everlasting”. (Mic. 5:2). And the Messiah himself told the Jews: “Your father 
Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad … Verily, verily I say unto you, before 
Abraham was I am” (Jn.8:56, 58). Abraham saw the Christ in the form of Melchizedek (Gen.14:18-
30). See also Hebrews chap. 7. Thus, we are dealing with an ever-recurrent cycle of descent 
followed by ascent, only to be repeated again and again, “worlds without end”. This is because some 
of the ascended individuals, out of compassion for the rest of us, their younger brethren, have 
chosen not to be merged in the Father, which is their due attainment, but to remain on earth behind 
the veil, to aid our progress in very sacred ways. As Christ Jesus said, “lo, I am with you always 
even unto the end of the world” (Matt. 28:20). 
 
But now, let us look more closely at the Ascension drama. The story is told in Luke’s Gospel and in 
The Acts of the Apostles in the following words: 

(1) “And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hand, and blessed them. And it 
came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them and carried up into heaven” 
(Lk.24:50-51). 

(2) “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up, and a cloud received 
him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly towards heaven, as he went up, behold, two 
men stood by them in white apparel; who also said: Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye, gazing up into 
heaven?  This same Jesus, who is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come, in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts. 1:9-11). 

OTHER ASCENSIONS  
By way of comment, let us look at other Ascension stories for comparison. 

(1) The Ascension of Elijah 
“And it came to pass, as they (i.e., Elijah and Elisha) still went on and talked, that, behold, there 
appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by 
a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariots of Israel, 
and the horsemen thereof.” And he saw him no more”. (II Kings, 2:11).  
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What is the chariot of fire? Psalm 68:17 answers: “The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even 
thousands of angels: The Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place.” 

The Ascension of Zorothustra (Founder of Zoroatranism in Persia, 29, 700 B.C) 
“The people were gathered to hear Him preach, as He was wont to do occasionally, and they know 
not that it was the last time. He stood, as before, on the great platform…He preached, inculcating 
the duty of gaining knowledge and practising love…And then He told them that He was going, and 
he blessed them, and lifting up His arms to the eastern sky, he called aloud: and out of the sky came 
down a whirling cloud of flame, and enwrapped Him as He stood, and then, whirling still, it shot 
upwards and fled eastwards, and - He was gone.” Man: Whence, How and Wither, by Annie Besant 
and C.W. Leadbeater, pp.313–314). 

The above reports show that the “Ascension” of Jesus was not a solitary event but a spiritual 
phenomenon to be found in other religions. Who were these who ascended? 

The Son of Man Which is in Heaven 
Our Lord provided the answer to the question. The ascending individuals were none other than the 
Son of Man who is in heaven: “No man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down 
from heaven, even the Son of Man which is in Heaven.” (Jn. 3:13). 

This is the mystery of the Ascension. “The Son of Man which is in heaven” is also spoken of as “the 
Heavenly Man”. This is the triple Spirit in man, a triple Ray shining down from the Monad, the Divine 
Fragment, Son of the Father, Child of the Most High (Ps.82:6), made in His image, ever in the bosom 
of the Father, but who, ages ago, sent forth its Ray down to become the triple Spirit in man. This the 
“Heaven man” is indeed the latent Christ in us, our hope of future glory. It has descended but is 
gradually scaling up the ladder. In due course we, too, shall ascend.   

And St. Paul explains that Ascension implies Descent: “Now that he ascended, what is it but that he 
also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also that 
ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.” (Eph. 4, 9-10).  

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ASCENSION FOR US  
Now a word about the significance to us of the Ascension of Our Lord, while we are still laboriously 
climbing the ladder: “Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast 
received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among 
them.” (Ps. 68:18)! 

Footnote: The True Light” 
According to Geoffrey Hodson, the Light spoken of in John’s Gospel is to be regarded as the divine 
Intelligence, the first Emanation of the Supreme. Not to be confused with the light of the sun, which 
is a focus or lens by means of which the rays of the primordial Light become materialized and 
concentrated upon our Solar System and produce all the correlations of forces. 
  
Also, light can exist in two conditions. It can either be objectively manifest and so visible to man, or 
in a subjective state and invisible to him. It would seem, therefore, that the energy which produces 
the effect of light can exist in either an active or a latent condition. “The true Light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world” (John 1:9) is said to be still latent in the vast majority of human 
beings, waiting to be awakened into the active condition in the course of our spiritual evolution. That 
awakening, when it does take place, is the birth of the Christ Child within the human soul; that is 
“the Christmas of the soul”. (See Geoffrey Hodson’s gloss on Light in the glossaries of his various 
books. Also see p.5 of his The Supreme Splendour)   
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DIRECTORY 

OF THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 

The Presiding Archbishop: The Most Rev Graham Wale 
Tel: +33 (0)254 88 60 99 / Mobile: +33(0) 7 78 55 36 19 (France) 
Email: lccpb10@gmail.com  

Archbishop: The Rt Rev.  Graham Preston 
 Tel: (07) 3207 9500      Email:  bp.graham.preston@liberalcatholicchurch.org.au  

The Vicar General: The Very Rev Frederick Shade, PO Box 105, Rosanna, Vic 3084 
 Tel (03) 9459 2670 Email: fredshade@westnet.com.au 

Communion Magazine: Editor: The Rev John Hawkins 
 Email: fr.john.hawkins@liberalcatholicchurch.org.au 
 Contributions: To the above email  address       Tel: (02) 9418 2827 (Leave a message)   

Australian Central Office of the LCC: 21 St John’s Ave, Gordon, NSW 2072 

Provincial Board and Liberal Catholic Church Trust: C/- Abp Graham Preston 

 
CHURCHES 

 
Brisbane: Church of St Alban:  351 Wickham Terrace...4000  

Eucharist: Sundays 9:30am & Healing Service: 3rd Sunday 9:30 a.m. followed by Eucharist 
 Vicar: The Rev David Jones  Tel: 0412 188 100 fr.david.jones@liberalcatholicchurch.org.au  
 Associate Vicar(s): The Rev Michael Preston Tel: (07) 3300 1689 

Canberra: Church of St Thomas: Chinner Cres., Melba ACT…2615 
Eucharist: Sundays 10 a.m. Healing & Benediction: 3rd Tuesday 7:30 p.m. 
Vicar: The Rev Dr Greg Connolly Tel: (02) 6258 3898   
Email: Great_Full_Greg@bigpond.com  

Melbourne: Church of St John the Beloved: 91 Carroll Cres., Glen Iris…3146 
Eucharist: Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Vicar: The Very Rev Frederick Shade OSA, PO Box 105 Rosanna, 3084. 
Tel: (03) 9459 2670  Email: fredshade@westnet.com.au  

Perth: Church of St John the Divine:  Brewer St Perth…6000 
 Eucharist: Sundays 10:00 a.m. 
 Healing & Benediction: 2nd & 4th Fridays 6:00 p.m. 

Vicar: Fr Adrian de Graaf  
Tel: (08) 9438 3260 (M) 0415 325 010        Email:  adriandg@westnet.com.au 

Southport:  Church of St Michael and All Angels c/- 19 Kerr Ave. Southport……4215 
Qld. Holy Eucharist: 1st & 5th (when there is a 5th) Sundays 9:00 am 

 Meditation, Healing & Eucharist: 3rd Sundays 9:00 am  

 Please phone for details:   

 Vicar: The Rt Rev. Dr Richard Taylor 
Mobile: 0427 115 468 Email: rrtaylor.No1@gmail.com 

Sydney: Church of St Francis and St Alban:  21 St John’s Ave, Gordon 2072 
Eucharist: Sundays 10:00 a.m.   Healing as requested 

Vicar: Fr Laurence Langley 

 Tel: (02) 9418 2827 (Church phone – please leave a message if unanswered) 

Toowoomba: Oratory of Our Lady as Mother of the World 
 Deaconess Rosemary Di Ruggiero Tel: (07) 5466 1820. 

Townsville & Magnetic Island: The Chapel of the Holy Spirit.  
 Enquiries re services, address etc. Tel: (07) 4772 1424 or (mob) 0407 240 112 
 Priest-in-Charge: The Rev Frederic Richter    Email: fredrichter3@bigpond.com  
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