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Vale Most Rev Graham Wale 

 

As reported on page 6, Our Presiding Archbishop died in France surrounded by family 
and church friends.  His cheerful outlook on life and his sense of humour made him a 

most welcome guest on the two occasions he visited Australia as Presiding 
Archbishop. He will be sadly missed by all who met him here in Australia. 

 
A ballot to elect a successor has now concluded – See page 7. 

 
Burton Lifestyle Village 

 
The loan has now been repaid and the deeds for Wedgwood House (across the road 

from the Cathedral Church of St John the Divine) which were held as security for the 
loan have been released by the bank. 

 
Our Church in Western Australia 

 

The Jubilee Issue of The Australian Liberal Catholic presented an account of the 
beginnings of the LCC in Perth. The Rt Rev William Hill, Diocesan Bishop for Western 

Australia wrote:  
 

“Following much correspondence and after ascertaining that a reasonable number 
would be interested [in the then Old Catholic Church movement] Bishop Mazel visited 

Perth, arriving on August 27, 1918. After hurried preparations, the first service was 
held in Perth on September 1st, 1918, 47 people being present on that occasion. 

During Bishop Mazel’s visit 43 were baptised and confirmed. Stanley Sprott Fisher 
was ordained to the Priesthood on September 10th, 1918.” 

 
I was honoured to be present in Perth in September this year when the Cathedral 

Church of St John the Divine celebrated its centenary.  During the Eucharist I 
admitted Gailene Wester to Stage 3 of the Order of Our Lady. 

 

See article on page 16 
 

I wish you all a happy and holy Christmas! 
 

Love and blessings 
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ADVENT 2018 

December 2nd, Advent Sunday, heralds the beginning of the Church year. The old 

year has passed into history but it has taken several people with it. 

The Church of St Alban in Brisbane has lost Bishop Allan and Trish Bradley as well as 

our former Treasurer Carolyn Harrod. The Church of St Francis and St Alban in 

Sydney has lost the Rev Dr Ronald Rivett and Fr John van der Ley.  We have all lost 

our Presiding Archbishop, the Most Rev Graham Wale and I personally have lost my 

dear friend the Rev Dr Ian Hunter – the most Liberal Catholic of all Anglican clergy. 

Advent Sunday is the first day of the Church Calendar.  I sincerely hope that the New 

Church Year will treat us more kindly than the last one. 

The Season of Advent is a period of preparation for Christmas.  Violet vestments are 

worn and hymns like #1 – O come, O come, Emmanuel; #5 – On Jordan’s bank, the 

Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh; – and #16 – Wellnigh two thousand 

years have passed since John the Baptist’s trumpet blast rang out on Jordan’s banks 

to tell the coming of Emmanuel; are sung. 

Each of the four Sundays in Advent has an Intent - Discrimination, Self-forgetfulness, 

Love and Right Action – designed to help us prepare ourselves for Christmas. The 

hymns generate an appropriate atmosphere. 

Both Christmas and Easter have a period of preparation.  The four Sundays of Advent 

in the case of Christmas and the 40 days of Lent in the case of Easter.  

Let us use the four Sundays of Advent to ensure that we are ready for the wondrous 

feast of Christmas and to share this happy and holy occasion with friends and family. 

With love and blessings 
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THE ARCHBISHOP’S CHRISTMAS LETTER 

The Season of Advent reminds us that Christmas is just around the corner, not that 

we needed reminding with every shopping centre having its own Photo Santa! 

When we had a number of young Children at church, I used to tell them such 

Christmas stories as why we put tinsel on the Christmas Tree and what those baubles 

represent.  Why do we hang up Christmas stockings?  Why do we have chocolate 

coins wrapped in yellow foil? The reason for a star at the top of the tree is obvious 

but what is the significance of the tree itself?  The Yule Log does not mean much to 

us here in the southern hemisphere, but the story of the Poinsettia is interesting for 

people whose city (Brisbane) has chosen it for its floral emblem. 

By now our children should know that Advent means Coming and that it is the Christ 

Child who is coming but they need to investigate further. What do we understand by 

coming?  The early Christians expected the Second Coming at the end of the first 

century.  The Jews are still waiting for the First Coming. 

What we are celebrating is the anniversary of the birth of the Christ Child.  What we 

are hoping for is peace on Earth.  

This reminds me of the story of an old man who had been praying at the Wailing Wall 

every Sabbath since the establishment of a Jewish state in 1948. 

 A young journalist asked him what he had been praying for.   

His answer was, “Peace in the Holy Land.”  

” How do you feel now that Israelis and Palestinians are still fighting each other?” the 

journalist asked. 

” It has been like talking to a brick wall,” the old man replied. 

Christmas is a time for families. The elderly in our community don’t want our presents 

– they want our presence!  

Likewise, our young ones want and need more than a present or two under the 

Christmas Tree.  My young grandson is football mad. He thought grandad was not 

much of a kicker – until grandad put his metal capped boots on instead of kicking 

barefoot! 

The old Jewish man’s prayers have not been answered but we can all do our bit by 

being nice to people - not just at Christmas time but all the time. Talk to people not 

brick walls. We need to spread our own little bit of peace – accompanied by good will. 

I wish you all a happy and holy Christmas. 

God bless you all! 
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VALE 

 

THE MOST REVEREND GRAHAM SIDNEY JAMES WALE 

Our Presiding Archbishop, the Most Reverend Graham Wale was called to Higher 

Service early on Monday morning 8th October. The Episcopal Vicar General, the Right 

Reverend Christian Schoch and the Right Reverend William Downey, Archbishop of 

the Province of the United States as well as Abp Graham’s wife Kylann, were present 

at his passing. 

Presiding Archbishop Graham was consecrated by the then Presiding Bishop, 

Johannes van Alphen, in England in April 2000. He was elected tenth Presiding Bishop 

in 2005. He served the LCC In South Africa, England and then France. 

Graham was Bishop Johannes’ secretary and as such first visited Australia in 1996 to 

attend meetings of the General Episcopal Synod, International Clerical Synod and 

International Church Congress. 

Archbishop Graham and his wife Kylann stayed with Heather and me on two 

occasions. They were delightful company and enjoyed visiting such places as the 

Australian Outdoor Spectacular and Australia Zoo.  As Presiding Archbishop Graham 

dedicated 13 years of his life to the service of the Liberal Catholic Church and was 

loved and respected wherever he went, his memory will live on in our hearts for as 

long as we live. 

His marvellous sense of humour is illustrated in the photo taken 

at Australia Zoo during his first visit as Presiding Bishop in 2010. 

(with Abp Graham Preston – ‘in the jaws’)   

RIP Presiding Archbishop Graham Sidney James Wale.
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Meet our new 

Presiding Archbishop 

William Downey was born May 18, 1945 to Kathryn 
Cumberledge Downey and William F. Downey in 

Elizabeth New Jersey the second of two children and 

was baptized and confirmed in the Episcopal Church. 

From an early age he found himself most interested in 
religious and esoteric subjects and spent many hours 

reading and researching related studies.  He spent a few 
years exploring Evangelical Christianity as well as non-Christian religions such as 

Buddhism, Hinduism and related disciplines of meditation and Yoga.  As was the case 
with many spiritual seekers he wandered through many divergent paths e.g. 

Spiritualism, New Thought, and Theosophy. 

When he moved to California in the sixties he discovered The Liberal Catholic Church 
and as soon as he experienced worship through the Liturgy he realized he had found 

his home or perhaps he “came home”.   He was baptized and confirmed sub-conditione 
by Bishop Edward Matthews who at that time was separated from the church having 

been involved in a schism of the LCC in America that occurred in 1947.  

He was ordained to the priesthood in September 1972 by Bishop Matthews.  Happily, 

Bishop Matthews and most of his clergy were reconciled to the Worldwide Liberal 
Catholic Church in 1976 and were welcomed into full participation in the Province of the 

United States of America under the Regionary Bishop Gerrit Munnik.  He felt blessed to 

have been able to serve with Bishop Munnik until his passing in 1992. 

In 1985 he married Anita Martin in Pune, Maharashtra India. She has been and 
continues to be his help, his inspiration and his friend.  Their daughter Kathryn was 

born in 1988. 

He has served as a priest at the Church of Our Lady and All Angels since that time.  In 

1966 he attended The General Episcopal Synod in Sydney Australia as an observer and 

felt privileged to meet many clergy and faithful of the Church both from Australia and 

from all over the World. 

He was elected to the Episcopacy of the Liberal Catholic Church and consecrated in May 
24, 1997 by Bishop Lawrence J Smith assisted by Bishops Robert McGinnis, Hein van 

Beusekom, and Ruben Cabigting. In 2000 he was elected Regionary Bishop for the 
Province of the United States of America and has served in that office since then as 

well as having been a member of the Interim Committee of the Church since that time. 

He has served on a few Boards of Directors over the years such as the 

California Association of Recovery Homes, The Ventura County Humane 

Society and the Rogers Cooper Memorial Trust Foundation.  

Presiding Archbishop William is a Freemason and involved both at Blue 
Lodge level as well as in York Rite bodies.  He served as Grand Chaplain 

of the Royal Arch Grand Lodge of California and was recently invited to 

membership in Societas Rosicruciana in Civitatibus Foederatis. 

Anita and Archbishop William are the proud Grandparents of three lovely 

granddaughters, Sydney, Regan and Phoebe who they are blessed to 
see every day.  Anita and PAB William share their home with six canine 

children. 

 
Presiding Archbishop 

William Downey and 

Anita 
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Upon hearing that his election to the position of Presiding Archbishop had been 

confirmed PAB William wrote:  

It is my honour and privilege to be elected as Presiding Archbishop of the Liberal 
Catholic Church and I am humbled by this honour. In many ways I feel inadequate to 

the task before me and certainly less qualified than many of my formidable 
predecessors in office.  To follow in the footsteps of such great leaders as JIW, CWL, 

Frank Pigott, Adriaan Vreede and Sten von Krusenstierna is almost overwhelming. I 
pray by the help and grace of God to follow those footsteps even if I may not fill their 

shoes. 

The work that lies before us is to continue to “forward the work of Our Master Christ in 

the World and to feed His flock...to serve as a vehicle for the eternal Christ“ to serve 

Him in whose service is perfect freedom and to do it in such a manner that it is 
meaningful and relevant in the World today.  In the words of the Collect for Advent 

Sunday “that we may hasten the coming of Thy kingdom upon earth.” 

 
PATRICIA 

Don’t look for me where once I was 

I am not there 

set free of time and space and pain 

I am now everywhere. 

So find me in the gentle pulse of dawn 

as pristine birdsong wakes the day, 

and hear me in the outward breath of dusk, 

when light sinks in the western sky. 

Know me in the velvet petals of a rose, 

or golden-bronze, in seaspray on the waves; 

see me in the piercing lightning flash 

racing through the fields of storm-grey clouds. 

I have not left you all alone; 

I was, I am, in every moment of your life, 

just watching, waiting, reaching out 

until we meet again, until your eyes 

are opened to me here. 

Then, we shall blaze amid the stars 

and dance together through the universe. 

© Sylvia Rice – January 2015. 
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In Honour of Emma Joan Dent (1925-2018) 

 
Nearly two years after the passing of her beloved husband Bill, Emma Joan Dent, 

often known as Joan, moved ‘beyond the veil’… She had been vulnerable for quite 
some time, but always retained her positive approach to life and her great love of her 

family and friends.  Joan and Bill‘s much loved children are David (who passed on 

many years ago), Peter, Warwick and Fiona.  

About a week before Joan passed on, she spoke gratefully about her wonderful life 

and said that she was at peace and ready to go.  At the time, she was reminded that 

she didn’t have our permission to ‘leave’, and her response was a warm smile! 

Joan was/is a truly inspirational being – one of life’s angels! She was a wonderful 
wife, mother and friend, was very creative and had a deep connection to the essence 

of life. She was adored by her family and all who knew her, including the many 
treasured dogs and cats that she and Bill had rescued over the years.  Even wild birds 

visited her regularly!  

Joan was connected to the Liberal Catholic Church, first at the old St Alban’s in 

Sydney where she sang in the Choir directed by Edgar Maddocks. Later, together with 
Bill, she was an active and vital member of the Gordon church (the Liberal Catholic 

Church of St Francis and St Alban). Joan was the ‘perfect’ secretary and contributed 
with keen interest and dedication to the life of the Church. Well into their 80s, Bill and 

Joan would drive all the way from Nords Wharf to Sydney, once a month (and return 
on the same day), bringing with them, amongst a number of items, a box containing 

two beautiful arrangements of flowers for the altar.  There is also recall of a delightful 

Church social gathering at Bill and Joan’s gracious home overlooking Lake Macquarie.   

Joan’s funeral service ‘Celebrating the Life of a Special Lady’ was held at Palmdale, 

Ourimbah on December 4th and was conducted with warmth by a family friend the 

Reverend John Hawkins. In the Service booklet there is a statement that is so true:  

 “Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure,                                                                                     

You are loved beyond words and missed beyond measure.” 

Thoughts of love and comfort flow to Joan and Bill’s children - Peter, 

Warwick and Fiona and their families. 

Our deep gratitude and love surround Joan (and Bill) always.  Bill was, 
no doubt, waiting for her and in his delightful way may well have 

enquired what had kept her!! 

A tribute by MaryAnne Haines 
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THE YEAR THAT WAS 

2018 
- THE END OF AN ERA - 

The first church person to be called to Higher Service this year was my dear friend 

the Reverend Doctor Ian Hunter.  Fr Ian, as a student at St Francis’ Theological 

College, attended Solemn Benediction on Sunday evenings at St Alban’s Brisbane in 

the sixties. We later attended lectures together at the University of Qld and remained 

firm friends. We attended each other’s ordinations and weddings. He was the most 

Liberal Catholic Anglican Priest in Australia!  

The next Church person to be called was Trish Bradley, Bishop Allan’s wife.  Trish left 

her earthly abode early in May and Bishop Allan followed her four weeks later. Bishop 

Allan and Trish were devoted to each other and had supported each other throughout 

their married life.  Bishop Allan had been battling cancer for several years and defied 

the medical prognoses by hanging on to be with his beloved wife. It was no surprise 

when Bishop Allan followed Trish so quickly. 

The next to hear the call was Fr John van der Ley.  Fr John had moved to Wauchope 

just off the Pacific Highway, having lived in Sydney then Springbrook for many years.  

When he was ordained to the Priesthood on New Year’s Day 1965 in the original 

Church of St Alban a number of young people drove to Sydney from a Young 

Theosophists’ camp in order to be present. Fr John died on June 26th and his funeral 

service was conducted in the Church of St Francis and St Alban in Sydney by Fr 

Laurence Langley. 

The Very Reverend Doctor Ronald Rivett passed to the peace on 11th July.  Fr Ron had 

been Vicar General, Editor of Communion and Vicar of several Parishes in Sydney. He 

and his wife Ruth bought the house next door to the Church of St Francis and St 

Alban and kept an eye on the church for many years. Fr Ron was larger than life and 

was an inspiration for Liberal Catholic Clergy around Australia.  He conducted many 

Silent Retreats for Sydney, Canberra and Brisbane. 

I flew to Sydney to conduct Fr Ron’s funeral on the Friday, to attend Fr John’s 

memorial service on the Saturday and to celebrate a Requiem Eucharist for Fr Ron 

and Fr John in the Church of St Francis and St Alban on the Sunday. 

After a relatively brief illness the Most Reverend Graham Wale, our Presiding 

Archbishop, died in France on October 13th.  As Archbishop Graham became Presiding 

Bishop on Christmas Day 2005 he served in this role for nearly 13 years. As Secretary 

to Bishop Johannes van Alphen Fr Graham Wale attended the meeting of the General 

Episcopal Synod in Sydney in 1996 and visited Australia as Presiding Bishop in 

October 2010 after the consecration of Bishop Robert Gorlitz in Jakarta and again in 

October 2016 for the consecration of Bishop Richard Taylor in Brisbane. 
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The Angel of Death had not finished with us all. While visiting Norway with her 

husband Geoff Carolyn Harrod succumbed to the cancer that had beset her for 

several years. Carolyn had been Church Secretary many years ago and Church 

Treasurer more recently. A Memorial Service was conducted for her in the Church of 

St Luke in Woolloongabba on Saturday 17th November.  Carolyn and Geoff had settled 

in to the Retirement Village at St Luke’s Green next to the church. 

Just as I thought I could breathe a sigh of relief news came to me that Joan Dent had 

died.  Joan’s husband, Bill, had died two years before.  Joan was a dedicated member 

of the Church of St Francis and travelled from Nords Wharf to Gordon to attend 

services.  She will be sadly missed by her church friends.   

To quote the words of our funeral service, “It is but natural that we who have known 

and loved (these people) should regret their departure from amongst us; yet it is our 

duty to think not of ourselves but of (them). Therefore must we endeavour to lay 

aside the thought of our personal loss and dwell only upon (their) great and most 

glorious gain.” 

Furthermore, we are blessed by the knowledge that in the completion of life's 

pilgrimage we descend to earth not once but many times.  We know that there will be 

other lives in which we shall be reunited, loving, helping and serving each other and 

the world as we have done in this. They are not lost.  They have gone on before. 

Vale dear friends. Requiescat in Pace. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS 2018 
 

Love is the power by which our dreams come true. 

It gives us the will to be, and what to do. 
 

Essence of life, the hopes of all mankind; 

Jewel of the heavens which Jesus left behind. 
 

Eternal flame for everyone to share, 

Pulsating light to focus everywhere. 
 

Now we must choose the force which we should serve, 

Then from that choice, the judgement we deserve. 
 

And when we drink from crystal flowing streams, 

We will become fulfillment of our dreams. 
 

Rainbows of light will brighten up the earth, 

When we give love a chance to do its worth. 
 

© Madeleine Patterson 2018. 
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Centenary of the Armistice in Melbourne 
By the Very Rev. Fred Shade 

 

On Sunday 11th November, the Centenary of Armistice Day W.W. 1, the service took 

the form of a Requiem.  

The names submitted by members and friends of those who served in the Forces 

were read out with the congregation standing as a mark of respect.  

They were read by Deacon Russell Cole (Vietnam Veteran) and Major Dennis 

Livingstone (retired). 

Our parish auditor Ian Wise introduced this commemoration with a short reflection.  

Dennis read the epistle and Russell the gospel. 

 

(LtoR)  Ian Wise, Fr Fred Shade, Deacon Russell Cole, Dennis Livingston. 
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A STUDY OF CHURCH WORSHIP 

by The Rt. Rev. J. 1. Wedgwood 
 

THE WORK OF THE CONGREGATION 

If one studies the service of the ordinary church one finds the congregation following 

what is being done in varying degrees and in varying moods. Some are devout, quite 
a number will be following rather languidly, some perhaps only formally and outwardly; 

but most of the work will be done by the clergy and the choir. The conditions are 
sometimes different in evangelical churches where the singing may be hearty. The 

average person has little understanding of the significance of language. Speech and 
writing are the chief means "down here" for communicating with one another. It is the 

common instrument of our thought and emotion. Speech is so often lifeless because so 
much of our conversation is trivial. This lifelessness ought not to figure in the worship 

of God. Few people realise what a splendid outpouring of thought and emotion and will 
is possible during a well-ordered service. When a word like "love" or "gladness" or 

"wisdom" occurs there is scope for expression of the qualities of character of which 
those words are the outward and audible tokens. What we are able to do depends on 

two factors. There is, first of all, the content of our experience; what we have known 

of love and gladness and wisdom. And, secondly, the extent to which we can awaken 

those qualities spontaneously, that is to say, at will. 

This last factor presupposes a good deal of work and training. A large percentage of 
the thought and emotion of the average man is not self-initiated but is stimulated from 

outside. In the early stages of human development man learns principally through 
reaction to environment. That remains our chief resource until quite an advanced stage. 

Most of us depend largely on our friends and on our general environment and on 
literature. By this reaction to environment, repeated over and over again, the character 

of a man is formed. He builds in certain qualities as permanent assets. As these come 
gradually under his control, he learns to be able to express them at will and without 

recourse to the preliminary stimulus from without. It is easy to feel affection for some 
person whom one loves when that person enters the room; it is quite a different matter 

to awaken the same feeling of love when the person in question is far away. This work 
of self-realisation can be quickened by calling the imagination into play. That, in fact, 

is one of the practices covered by the term "meditation." The man may picture to 

himself some occasion when, let us say, love or joy or courage was awakened and 
called out from within him. He re-creates the scene and re-awakens the love or joy or 

courage. He may then pass other people before his mind and send the quality thus 
aroused to them. Beauty of language is an aid to this self-expression of which we are 

speaking. It opens us up to the power behind the words. The same may also be said of 
music for those who can appreciate it. There is an interaction between the life-forces 

which lie behind the music and the words severally. 

We may take as an example some words in a hymn often sung in our churches, "All 

hail the power of Jesu's Name," number 261 in our hymnal. Hymns differ much in the 
amount of raw material they provide, if one may be permitted that expression. Of this 

particular hymn the words and the music alike are strong and inspiring. The hymn tells 
of the Sacred Name. It calls to mind the perfect ensample of Our Lord. It speaks to us 

also of the reverence and glad adoration and Worship-rising from thousands of Christian 
Churches the world over. And it is now our privilege to unite in that great paean of 

praise. We are no longer a small congregation in a small church. We are part of "a great 
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multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 

tongues." (Rev. 7:9) Let us study a couple of lines of that hymn: 

"Now hail the splendour of His might  

And crown Him Lord of all." 

Among these words are some which rank as "key-words" and give the worshipper scope 
for pouring himself out in self-expression. "Hail" means a lifting of the whole being in 

adoration, in reverence and wonder for the majesty of Our Lord, to whom our thoughts 
are turned. "Splendour" and in "might" express different qualities of being and involve, 

therefore, different acts of our consciousness. Then comes the "crown Him," thrice 
repeated in the tune. One can call to mind some royal pageant which one has witnessed, 

when thousands have done honour to the sovereign of the country. Is not still greater 

honour due to Him who is "Lord of all"? In the Litany sung in our service of Solemn 
Benediction there is opportunity for the lifting up of our whole being in quiet and solemn 

adoration during the words "we hail Thee" or "we, Thy Church, adore Thee". Another 
contrast of ideas, calling for a change of thought and feeling, is well-marked in verse 

16 of the Benediction Litany: "Healer of the souls distressed" and "Happiness of all the 
blest." A person who makes the various services of the Church the occasion to pour out 

the whole of himself in strong and happy worship soon fashions himself into a channel 
through which the life forces behind all this beautiful language and behind the offices 

of the Church can readily and freely flow. 

THE GROUP CONSCIOUSNESS 

In the work of which we have been speaking the congregation will be using their 
consciousness at different levels at one and the same time. There is, first, the 

intellectual grasp of the phrase, calling into play the ordinary activities of the mind. 
Secondly, there is the factor which we have been studying, the amount of experience 

in terms of thought and emotion on which the congregation can draw in expressing 

themselves through the outer language. There is, also, a third factor which comes into 
play, more particularly when capable and experienced people are at work. Group work 

presents certain marked advantages over solitary work for those who can take kindly 
to it - there are some people, usually of the mystic and sometimes of the highly 

individualistic type, who do not. One person may excel in a certain quality, let us say 
in love; another may excel in clarity of intellect. Each such person, when at work, acts 

as a stimulating power, so far as that outstanding quality is concerned, to others less 
developed. The general contribution of love and intellect will be the higher for that 

stimulation. A brilliant and witty conversationalist at a dinner party enlivens the whole 
assembly and quickens their output of ready thought. It is a question, once more, of 

reaching out into fresh or intensified experience by way of outer stimulus. There is this 
law of Nature at work: that the joint effort of a dozen harmonious people is more 

effective than the separate working of the same twelve. 

What has just been said is probably well within the experience of one's readers. There 

is yet a higher working of consciousness within the reach of man, though beyond the 

level of normal achievement. It would be more widespread if people knew of its 
existence and bent their energies towards its attainment. It may be called Group - or 

Collective - Consciousness. When a lecturer faces an audience largely known to him, 
he often singles out a number of faces; they may be those of persons who are 

colleagues of his in some work. One uses the familiar phraseology; but, in point of fact, 
it is not the faces which are singled out, except in very subordinate fashion; it is a 

number of individuals with some outstanding qualities of character. All this is present 
in the sweep of the mind when the speaker looks out over the audience. And the various 
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people who may be sitting close to each other are not contacted separately, the one 
after the other, but simultaneously. The less concrete the working of the mind, the 

greater is the ease in holding several people in the mind simultaneously. As the lecture 
makes headway a response of thought and emotion is called out from the audience. 

The general level of consciousness is higher than at the outset. 

There may come a stage - it comes often in my own experience and in that of some of 

one's friends - when the hundreds of people who form the audience are known and 
dealt with as a collectivity or as one body-corporate. The explanations which the 

lecturer gives, and more especially the ideals into which he tries to lift the meeting, are 
given to a group of persons who have been synthesised into a living whole. The many 

people are now blended into a unity; they are, in fact, so many facets in the one field 

of consciousness. In its primary and ultimate expression consciousness is one; it is a 

manifestation of the One Life, the Life of God. 

Our work in church offers peculiar opportunity for the unfoldment of this and other 
higher powers of consciousness. In the first place, it differs from the lecture just taken 

as an example in that the people are not there to agree or disagree with ideas, as the 
case may be, but to unite in the worship of God. The critical element is in abeyance - 

or, if it does peep out occasionally, it is not too active. Other factors come into play. 
The Church is the Body of Christ. We call to mind that most gracious of all promises, 

so wonderfully borne out, as it is, in our own experience: "For where two or three are 
gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them" (Matthew 18:20). And 

that Presence is further objectivised (if one may be permitted that expression) and 
brought within our reach through the Blessed Sacrament, which pours blessing 

continually on our churches and worshippers. Nor are we working alone. The Angels 
are there to add their precious help, and we are linked up with the company of the 

saints and of the Holy Ones made perfect. 

We come back to our opening theme - the knowledge of God. The first requisite for the 
knowledge of God and for spiritual growth in general is the forgetting of ourselves. It 

is no easy task to forget ourselves and our own personal desires. It means the reversal 
of what has been our way of progress for countless ages in the past. We have built 

ourselves into strong personalities through self-interest. When one seeks to add to this 
primordial growth spiritual experience the method has to be reversed. The man who 

can learn to be more interested in other people and in righteous causes becomes 
naturally and habitually outward-turned. He can then be used as an instrument in the 

service of God, and in proportion as he is able so to dedicate himself will he come to 
know God. We have a habit of thinking of God as a remote and far-distant Being. Hindu 

philosophy has an interesting doctrine of Maya or illusion. We feel ourselves close to 
each other in this physical world. In terms of reality the greatest separation is between 

beings in this physical world. Each one of us is in every way closer to God than we can 
be to each other "down here," with our consciousness working under the limitation 

imposed upon it by the brain through which it has need to express itself. We find our 

common unity in God. All consciousness, however diverse its manifestations, flows from 
the one ocean of consciousness; and in terms of reality we are one in God. The idea 

was well put by a modern poet, when he said: "Closer is He than breathing; nearer 

than hands and feet." 

Source: The Liberal Catholic, April 1935 Vol. XV No. 7 
Provided by The Very Rev. Fred Shade 
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THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE DIVINE  

– LIBERAL CATHOLIC – PERTH 

CENTENARY CELEBRATION – 9 SEPTEMBER 2018 

On 9 September, St John the Divine celebrated the centenary of its presence in Perth. 

The first service of the parish was held on 1 September 1918 at the Theosophical 

rooms at 761 Hay St, Perth, the celebrant was Bishop Mazel and the first local priest 

was Stanley Fisher who was ordained by Bishop Mazel on 10 September 1918. 

Once the building of the current church at the corner of Brewer and Lacey Streets, 
Perth was finished, services have continuously been taking place there since 11 July 

1926. 

In 1934, Bishop Leadbeater, our second Presiding Bishop, passed away in Perth and a 

requiem Eucharist was celebrated for him in the church of St John the Divine. 

Stanley Fisher was consecrated bishop on 20 August 1939. He passed away on 
29/11/1950.  Bishop David Ewart was consecrated on 13 May 1951 and retired on 1 

January 1965. Bishop William Hill was consecrated on 11/10/1964 and became 
Suffragan Bishop for Western Australia on 1 January 1965. In 1971, the term 

Suffragan was dropped, and the term Diocesan was adopted. On 4/10/1998, James 

White was consecrated Bishop; he retired on 31/7/17. 

In his report for the two years ending November 1940, Bishop Stanley Fisher 
remarks: “The congregation recently has been smaller than usual. I think it could be 

a little larger....... I ask all members to give their most earnest consideration to the 
matter of Church Attendance so that by our united efforts the way may be made 

easier for the forces of light to triumph over those of darkness....” Furthermore, he 
says: “I may say that during the many years of my priesthood I have always looked 

upon the daily performing of the Holy Eucharist as an act of service to the world, and 

I feel sure all members take the same view.”  The average number of communicants 

was 28 in 1939 and 23 in 1940. 

Currently, our Sunday morning services averaged 17 during the 3 months ending 
31/10/18. However, we also have Healing and Benediction services, Taize Music 

Meditation for World Peace as well as Silent Meditation before the Blessed Sacrament 
on Fridays. Our total attendances, including Sundays and Fridays, for that period was 

354: around 27 per week. 

As a present to itself for the centenary, St John’s has installed new sanctuary lights 

which can light the wall around the altar in the liturgical colour of the day or the 
service. This new feature has been well received by most adding to the experience of 

beauty during our services. 

We had 45 people in church during our centenary Eucharist. Many of those had 

responded to individual approaches both by mail as well as by telephone. It would 
seem to indicate that it is vitally important that we keep personal contact with 

members as well as friends on a more regular basis and that establishing and keeping 

connections on a social level is important. That, together with conducting our religious 

services, should be St John’s plan for the next 100 years. 

Fr Adrian de Graaf (Vicar) 
The Cathedral Church of St John the Divine 

PERTH WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
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St John the Divine, Perth - Centenary 
Celebration – Gloria 

 
Admission of Mrs Gailene Wester to the 
Third Stage of the Order of Our Lady 
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St John the Divine, Perth - Centenary 

Celebration – Benediction 
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TRINITY XIX 

Tact and Tolerance (Other Religions) 
“Other sheep I have.” 

By Frederick A. Shade 

The Liberal Catholic Church has operated as a worshipping community since 
1916 and has certain features which, until fairly recently, were pretty well 

unique within the Christian churches and denominations. These include 
freedom of thought, open communion, unpaid clergy, and an enlightened and 

non-judgemental approach to Christian life, thought and doctrine etc. But 
these things, and even the concepts of Reincarnation and the Law of Cause & 

Effect, are now considered seriously by many thinking Christians today. 

It could be argued that, with the advent of the World Council of Churches, and especially 

Vatican II, our work as a distinct faith-community of the sacramental tradition is done. Our 
pioneering work has borne fruit in so many ways, both directly and indirectly. We have set 
in motion certain ideas, principles and approaches, coming as they do from the Wisdom of 

the Ages as well as contemporary experience. As one writer puts it: "As our earlier teachers 
and leaders saw, the great movement of mankind towards the inner truth, the 'sophia' and 

the 'gnosis', is actively in being, bringing an age of new apprehension and fresh spiritual 
dynamic" (Liberal Catholic Vol.LV, No.2). Our Church has had a role in this development of 

a "fresh spiritual dynamic".  

Many of the Christian Churches have come to acknowledge, as the LCC does, the 

truth/reality of our Lord's statement "other sheep I have which are not of this fold". This 
being so, it would seem that we, as a Church, have achieved what our founding bishops 

intended us to achieve - we have changed the Christian Church, or at least acted as a 
catalyst for such change. But is our work really done? 

Our own spiritual insights lead us to accept, and even embrace, the experience of Divine 
Truth to be found along other Paths and in other Traditions. We are not afraid to venture 

into other cultures, their religions and their experience of the Divine, on their terms. 
Generally speaking, other Christians now "acknowledge" that God reveals Himself in some 

way to other people, but I don't think many of them would in fact 'embrace' the teachings 
and practices of these other faiths. Christianity still tends to be exclusivist, whereas the 
Liberal Catholic Church is inclusivist. I say this as one who is first and foremost a Christian. 

I am not a Buddhist or a Hindu, but I recognise, as does the LCC, that although there is 
only one holy mountain, there are other paths that ascend it to the summit and to God. 

"Other sheep I have". And so, notwithstanding what I have said about our Church's 
achievements, I see the LCC as having a number of tasks yet to perform and with greater 

effectiveness, and one of those is to continue to dialogue and share with other Faiths. The 
scourge of fundamentalism (political and religious) is still with us today. 

This Church has a number of objectives and they include the following: 

(i) being a church which is "To serve Christ and his Church and to feed his flock" (Statement 

of Principles); 
(ii) being a church that presents Christianity within the context of the Ancient Wisdom; 

(iii) being a church that initiates people into the mysteries of the faith and leads them to 
the Kingdom of God within, and also in bringing heaven and earth together, especially 

through liturgy; 
(iv) being a church that is a channel of healing, grace and power to a very high degree, 

not only for its members, but also for the benefit of the whole world; 
(v) being a church which will work for the betterment of humanity and its spiritual 
evolution, and this means working alongside people of other Faiths; 
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(vi) being a church that is acting as a bridge for Christianity to the next millennium, to the 

new humanity, to a new era in spiritual development; 
(vii) being a church that awakens people's spirit with the Primordial Tradition, not only the 

theory but also the practice; 
(viii) being a church that does not see a dichotomy between science and religion, between 

the sacred and the profane, between spirit and matter. 

And so, we as Liberal Catholics, see this 'oneness' of life and 'at-one-ment' with the Source 
of All Life, in terms of the whole of humanity, the whole of life, the whole of the universe, 

and not just in terms of the individual or our own faith-community. Our understanding of 
the Christian Faith is that it has more than a personal dimension; it also has a cultural 

dimension that is all-embracing, and a cosmic dimension that goes beyond our own lives, 
our own planet, even this universe. We also proclaim that our personal redemption does 

not take place in isolation but in the context of the upliftment of all humanity (vis "no man 
is an island"). And so the statement of Jesus that "other sheep I have" doesn't cause us 

any problems at all. In fact, it puts our personal and collective responsibilities in the context 
of the whole of humanity, as our Lord also said "feed my sheep".  

As a Church, we seek communion not only with the inner dimensions of our own being and 
with each other, but also with the worlds which surround us, with the Holy Ones, with the 

Angelic Beings we invoke in our services, and with the Communion of Saints. This and 
more. True Religion is, by definition, multifaceted, and Christianity is part of, but not the 

only part of, what we may call True Religion - for Religion is that which 'binds' us, connects 
us, with God and all creation. 

And so, we believe that there are many ways in which we may journey to the Heavenly 

City. And in saying this, I do not think that we are falling into a form of relativism, one 
which would lead to the conclusion that one religion is as good as another. We are really 

not saying this, for to do so would be to belittle all religions and their unique contributions 
to the spreading of Divine Truth in all its forms. I am particular about my religion, and so 

is this Church. (J. I. Wedgwood declared that we are a Christian Church, and it is going to 
stay that way!) Yes, we are Christian, in fact we are Trinitarian Christians. But we also see 

the Divine Light appearing through and being revealed by the teachings, sacred texts, and 
liturgies belonging to peoples of other Faiths. The late Dom Bede Griffiths - a Benedictine 

monk and priest, is one holy person who has written so eloquently on this interaction 
between faiths, of East meeting West. He lived a life of interaction with other faiths and 

cultures while maintaining his own personal integrity and allegiance to the Christian Faith 
as one of its priests.  

We, the people of this Church, use particular traditions, teachings and insights, and these 
are based on the Ancient Wisdom but expressed in the light of contemporary knowledge 

and experience. And so, we perform the sacred dance before the altar of God according to 
our own lights, in our own understanding and experience, in our own Christian revelation. 
We have, as it were, been given our own theme or melody in the symphony of life and 

worship. We also dance with the Angels, we worship with the Saints before the Throne of 
the Most High. And our dance is enhanced and enriched by the participation of those of 

other faiths and cultures who will join us, for by so doing we have counterpoint - a mighty 
interplay of divine melodies, a veritable symphony! 

I pray that we may continue on our Quest, our work, and in a way which brings us even 
more closely to those of other Faiths, sharing our many and varied experiences of God 

among us, and embracing all people unconditionally as our Lord Christ has instructed us to 
do. 

 

 
 



 

21 

 

 
A sermon for the Sunday before Advent…the dispelling of ignorance. 

By Sylvia Rice (Sydney) 

Years ago, comic strips and cartoons used to indicate a new or brilliant idea 
with a little “balloon” over the character’s head with a light globe shining in it. 

Today, in both the Collect and Epistle, we see a similar thought. We ask for the 
“fire of love to touch our cold hearts with the glow of that celestial flame, that 
we may shine forth as the sun – to enlighten those lost in the darkness of 

ignorance. 

In the Epistle, the vision of the Ancient of Days has fiery associations and light 

in the images (viz): “whose garment was white as snow: his throne was like a 
fiery flame and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth…” Towards the 
end of the passage, we read “They that shall be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 

firmament, but they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” 

Fire and light both have positive and negative aspects. Fire can warm, lighten the scene and 

signal to people, but it can also destroy – do we need to labour the point in this land of fire and 
flood? Light is the medium of our vision, an aid to safety on the streets, and a way to prolong 

our day so that we can work or enjoy ourselves at night. But it can also disturb our sleep, 
mislead both migratory birds and insects, and blind us. 

Look through our own Liturgy and notice the many references to light, fire and illumination. In 

the Munda Cor Meum, there is the reference to a burning coal cleansing the lips of Isaiah. In 
the Whitsunday feast, there are tongues of flame lighting upon the apostles, to teach them and 

lead them to all truth. Conversely, light can blind, as it did for Saul of Tarsus, self-confessed 
antagonist of the early Christians, albeit this was to lead him to true vision and leadership in 
the early church. Later, Saul (now Paul) blinded the swindler and sorcerer Elymas, so that he 

could not see the light. Perhaps this is a metaphor for keeping Elymas from coming to the light, 
in the biblical sense. 

Many and varied are the images of fire and light throughout the Bible and in our own Liturgy. 
These images always lead to that illumination of heart, soul and spirit, which we associate with 
the Holy Spirit. Look at the healing of the blind man at the hands of Jesus – his conversion was 

immediate and positive. 

But what a contrast when we turn to the Gospel! No bright lights, tongues of fire, celestial stars 

but a figure from the humblest earthly profession, a man casting seed by hand. The parable 
speaks for itself and indicates that the ‘seed’ (being the word of God) can land in all sorts of 
places (meaning people.) The one who has “an honest and good heart” receives, nourishes and 

patiently works for the fulfilment of the fruit. 

The word ‘ignorance’ has two meanings in its present usage. The first is the refusal to take 

note of something important, that is to IGNORE it. The second meaning is to convey a want of 
knowledge in general, about important matters. So, which of these is to be ‘dispelled’? And 
what does ‘dispel’ mean? 

The Oxford Dictionary lists dissipate or disperse (fears or darkness) from the Latin ‘dispellere’ 
which means to ‘drive out.’ So it is not a magical lifting of the dark cloud over our vision but 

an active and forceful SHOVE, for want of a better word, which opens our minds to the light 
and fire of the Holy Spirit. If we dismiss from our minds what we don’t WANT TO SEE OR HEAR, 
then we are being truly ignorant. We have chosen to IGNORE. But if we cultivate that seed, the 

light and fire of the Holy Spirit will drive out the ignore-ance, and even dispel the want of 
knowledge, and we shall IGNITE. 

Receptiveness, patience and perseverance will bring us to this point in the Christian year, before 
the light-filled New Year on Advent Sunday. Next week, be prepared to catch alight!!!   
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SERMON FOR ADVENT SUNDAY, 2018 
Margaret Lemoh (Sydney) 

The season of Advent is a time of anticipation and hope as we await the birth of the 

Christ. For centuries Jewish scholars and prophets had been anticipating the coming 

of the Messiah, the one who would solve all our problems as human beings, provide 

answers to all our questions about our existence on Earth, the Great Solution. He 

would wipe out our fears and pain, bring us peace, put an end to human suffering. 

The Old Testament is filled with prophecies and speculation, and signs of when this 

entity would arrive on Earth, where He might be found and how we would recognize 

Him. 

According to Isaiah he would be born of a virgin, and be descended from a line of 

kings, the line of David, and thus have the authority that comes from a ruling class. 

Wise and all-knowing, he would redeem and restore the people of Israel, always 

under threat from marauding tribes and conquerors. His message would be freedom 

and he would have the power to heal. He would be a light to the Gentiles. Ezekiel 

described him as a shepherd for his people, Jeremiah said he would be the king of 

righteousness. With such a build-up it is not surprising that there was a lot of 

reluctance on the part of the learned Jews to accept that the humble son of a 

carpenter born in a stable could be the son of God, the Messiah, the long-awaited 

saviour of Israel. For the writers of the Gospels it seemed that Jesus of Nazareth 

fitted comfortably into that mould and the historical facts have perhaps been 

distorted and edited to fit in with this vision. 

Whatever the actual historical events were, the vision of a messiah embodied by this 

man, Jesus, has gained momentum over the ages and inspired people from all the 

corners of the earth to strive to emulate Him, the Perfect Man. His teachings certainly 

direct mankind towards a future of hope and redemption, despite the innate 

weaknesses of human beings. A society based on the precepts of equality and love for 

one’s fellow human beings has to be better than a society based on selfishness, 

competition and pride. 

It is a fundamental part of human nature to look forward in hope, indeed it is an 

instinct that helps us survive as a species. As babies we scan our world and seize 

upon random aspects of our environment – faces, objects, sensations, tastes and 

sounds – and gradually we become accustomed to their patterns. As we grow, we find 

out they have names and realise that we are not alone in our experience, that we can 

share and compare them with other people’s. Curiosity is one of our strongest drives 

and we strive to understand our situation by adding in more and more pieces to the 

puzzle that is life. Problem-solving is an equally strong drive – we are constantly 

seeking to resolve contradictions and conflicts in order to make sense of ourselves 

and our lives. It is only natural that we should look for an ultimate solution to 

everything and God provides a possible answer. God is there to guide us when we 

cannot decide what to do, to forgive us when we make mistakes, to comfort us when 

we are overwhelmed with pain or grief.  

In the Advent hymn in our St Alban’s Hymnal, “O come O come, Emmanuel” we sing 

to this saviour Emmanuel, “God with us”. It is a cry for God to manifest Himself in the 

world of men. Later at Christmas when we sing the carol “Hark the Herald Angels 
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Sing” we will refer to “Jesus, our Emmanuel”. We are expressing our desire to have 

Jesus the Christ come down to us earthbound creatures and enter our hearts so that 

we can become like Him. Since he was a human being, in theory we can also attain 

the same level of perfection that he exhibited. Our hope is that he will also, through 

the Holy Spirit, help us overcome our human weaknesses and reach this goal.  The 

historical Jesus, whatever he was really like, has been endowed with superhuman but 

attainable qualities by the writers of the gospels. Maybe the real Jesus was indeed a 

divine human being or maybe he was perceived as divine by those looking for a 

saviour and redeemer. There is no objective proof of his divinity. What is significant is 

that the story of Jesus has been and continues to be a powerful source of inspiration 

to Christians through the ages to overcome their lower egocentric animal nature and 

develop their higher spiritual faculty to embrace the good of all human beings.  

What are the attributes of this ideal human? The hymn says it all; we should be free 

of error’s tyranny, superstition’s deadly thrall and above all – selfishness. Evil and the 

gloomy shadows of ignorance will be repulsed, and we will see our path to heaven 

through honour, truth and liberty. The Christ is to be born in our hearts, our resolve 

to strive anew to overcome selfishness and evil so that, that light will shine out into 

the world and raise up humanity through the power of love and compassion.  

Today’s gospel tells us that “we shall see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 

power and great glory. When these things begin to come to pass, then look up and lift 

up your heads for your redemption draweth nigh.” It reminds us that we humans 

need to be constantly alert and choose the right line of action to bring about this 

happy state of affairs; where love prevails over our lower self-serving instincts. 

Alas, Heaven on Earth seems a long way off when we listen to the news, read the 

paper or analyse our own thoughts and actions. Our limitations are so many, but 

there is still Hope. A Chinese proverb says, “The thousand-mile journey begins with 

the first step.” If we are heading in the right direction, we may get some of the way. 

Recently I was talking to an artist about his work and I was struck by the implications 

of his comment. He said that as an artist you are constantly making small decisions 

when you are making your work. In other words, the finished product emerges as a 

result of many choices made along the way, each choice, in itself perhaps not 

seeming momentous, but each bearing implications for the next step. Sometimes bad 

choices may be covered up or redeemed in some way, at other times you might have 

to start again.   

The intent for this Sunday, the First Sunday in Advent, is Discrimination. 

Discrimination means making choices. Its basic meaning is the ability to recognize 

and understand the difference between one thing and another. Its extended meaning 

is the ability to judge what is of higher quality or more relevant to a particular 

outcome. If we are to manifest the desirable qualities of a life modelled on the ideal 

inspired in us by the teachings of Jesus Christ, we must develop the faculty of 

discriminating between actions which accord with those teachings and actions which 

do not. In the Epistle we are told that “now it is time to awake out of sleep…. the 

night is far spent, the day is at hand.” In other words we cannot delay in our resolve 

to work for this goal. We are also reminded that if we are bogged down, or 

“overcharged with surfeiting and the cares of this life” we are likely to miss the 

coming of the Son of Man. To me the message is to keep looking up from your daily 
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troubles and remember that Goodness and Love exist, that they have the power to lift 

us up. We need to discern them in our fellow human beings, to do our best to reach 

out to others and to display them in our own actions. 

Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of Christ in our hearts. In calendar 

time this Child will arrive in a month. In spiritual time it may take longer for us to find 

the Christ Child, hidden away, in a stable or some other unlikely place, quietly waiting 

for us to seek Him out.  

 

 

 

Smiling is contagious 
Smiling is contagious, you catch it like the flu 

When someone smiled at me today, I started smiling too 

I turned around a corner and someone saw my grin 

and when he smiled, I realized I'd passed it on to him. 

I thought about that smile and realized its worth,  

a single smile just like mine could travel round the Earth. 

So, if you feel a smile begin, don't leave it undetected 

Let's start an epidemic now and get the World infected! 

ANON - Sent in by Lowana Chapman (Sydney) 
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Editor: The Rev. John Hawkins 
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Don’t be shy –we will do the editing and layout for you; without altering your message (although it must be acceptable 
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Wishing you a happy Christmas and a new year 
filled with Blessings, Health and Peace. 

  


