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WHITSUNDAY 2019
The 101st Anniversary of the Church in Melbourne

The Very Rev. John A. Farquharson was involved in the establishment of the church in Melbourne and he wrote several articles for the church magazine regarding the early years. One of them was printed in the 90th Jubilee (2008) and Centenary publications (2018) of St John The Beloved. He gave the address at the consecration of this church in 1975. Here is an edited version of one of his articles (1968).

The Beginning
“The small nucleus which made possible the founding of the Liberal Catholic Church in Melbourne fifty years ago consisted of five talented, enthusiastic and absolutely devoted people. They were: John Beatty McConkey, one of those rare individuals - a practical mystic. By profession a barrister and solicitor, he was a man of outstanding mental capacity - yet his natural bent was the royal road of devotion. A deep student of Eastern and Western philosophy he was equally at home in expounding Neo-platonism, the Hermetic philosophy or one or other of the Schools of Hindu philosophy. He was a wonderful teacher and orator. His wife Mabel McConkey was a graduate of Melbourne University where she obtained her M.A. degree. She was a well known Theosophical lecturer and a splendid organiser. Their daughter Sylvia was a graduate of the Melba Conservatorium of Music.

When late in 1917 the small liturgy was published under the authorisation of Bishop Wedgwood for use of English speaking congregations of Old Catholics, Miss McConkey composed music for the whole service. Dr. Floyd, the well known organist of St. Paul's Anglican Cathedral, Melbourne, gave her high praise for her work. John H., their son, a pupil at the Trinity Grammar School, took to the new Church like a duck takes to water. He was a born ritualist and took over the duties of M.C. for the new Church. Mrs. McConkey's great friend Mrs. Gill who lived with them was an artist with her needle. She attended courses in embroidery and tapestry at the Royal Melbourne Technical College to help her in the work of making the Eucharistic vestments, copes, altar frontals and banners. In addition, she made numerous cassocks, surplices and albs.

After the Consecration of the Church (Whitsunday 1918), we attracted very large congregations. During the period 1918-1930 sung Mass and later, when ordained assistants were available, High Mass was celebrated every Sunday and Holy Days with Vespers and Solemn Benediction every Sunday evening. Choir practices were held every Thursday evening followed by Devotions and Solemn Benediction. Healing Services were commenced in 1920 and a Guild of Our Lady formed which met on the first Monday in each month. Thus with a minimum of ordained men the almost maximum of Services were continually held.”

The Rev. John McConkey resigned his charge in 1950 owing to his advanced age, and died on 3rd January, 1955, at the age of ninety-one years. He was succeeded by Fr John Farquharson, who was Vicar from 1951 to 1966.
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The Rev. John B. McConkey 
Founder of the Church in Melbourne
and Priest-in-Charge 1917-1951
file_2.png

file_3.wmf



The V.Rev. John A. Farquharson
Priest-in-Charge of the Melbourne
Church 1951 – 1966
Vicar General 1961 – 1969

Gardiner (Glen Iris)
The church moved to Gardiner during 1974-1975 in order to overcome the increasing dilapidation of the Punt Road building and the problems presented by the inner city location, such as traffic noise and difficulty of parking. The old building was deconsecrated on the 28th July 1974. For some months, services were held in the Methodist and Presbyterian churches in Kew, while the new building was prepared for its major task. As Fr de Stigter (Vicar) said: "One basic principle had to be observed: a church building is meant for liturgy, and the use of the Christ-centered community who take part in it. The building then, is an organic part of what the community is doing – breathing Christ's life, expressing in all its design and appointments deep reverence for God and the intimacy of fellowship with Him. There should be a sense of awe and majesty, achieved through powerful, clean-lined, uncluttered symbolism, balanced by a quiet, relaxed atmosphere in which we can know something of oneness with each other".

The first service at the new church took place on the 10th April 1975. There were 102 people present. The Church of St. John The Beloved was consecrated by Bishop Sten von Krusenstierna on Whitsunday, 18th May, 1975, and attended by an astonishing 206 people.

21st Century
The beginning of the 21st century was one of challenge and change for the parish, but the period also marked a rebirth of the parish, a new beginning. The following years showed parishioners and vestry to be strongly supportive of the Regionary and the Vicar, and also in being united in their endeavours to work in peace, love and harmony. The Vestry and Directors of the Trust continue to work in close collaboration in the management of the parish and its assets.

There is a heightened appreciation of the treasures we have as a church to offer the world, an awareness of the sacred in what we do at St. John's, and a willingness to work in harmony for the common good of the parish. There are not large numbers attending the services as in previous decades, but this is not unique to this parish or to this denomination. There are many theories as to why this is the case. What is universally acknowledged is that traditional institutions such as churches do not attract people in the way they used to, in spite of the creative efforts to entice them to enter their doors. Our church, the Liberal Catholic Church, is not intended to be all things to all people. But having said this, it must make itself available and open to all, and thus it needs to review continually the way in which it interacts with people and society in general. The parish is exploring various ways in which it can become better known in the local community. (The removal of the huge pine tree in the front that made the building virtually invisible, the installation of a very attractive sign in its place, and the placing of a sign on the footpath during services, have resulted in new people coming to our services.)

The Church has many spiritual treasures and makes them available to all. The parish continues to maintain high standards in liturgy, to provide the sacraments to all who seek them, and to work together within the parish in the shared ministry for Our Lord and His Church. The sense of 'team ministry' is very strong at St. John The Beloved. Thus, there is much to be proud of, as well as recognising that there is much yet to be done.

Today is an opportunity to give thanks for those who established the Melbourne churches in 1918 and in 1975, and maintained them with so much commitment and sacrifice. Our predecessors were dedicated to the Church and its Principles and Teachings, and our challenge is to emulate them.

We are so fortunate to have such a wonderful place in which to meet and worship. But the church is in fact not the building, but the people. I have attached to this presentation a homily by St Hilary on God’s house and the working of the Holy Spirit within it.

May God grant us strength, courage and renewed dedication, as we embark on the next decade of the 21st century 

……………………..

Appendix

The Lord Builds the House
A reading from the Commentary of St Hilary on Psalm 126
God builds and guards his city.

'Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labour in vain.' (1) 'Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's spirit dwells in your (2) This is the house and this is the temple of God, full of the precepts and of the energies of God, and capable of receiving the divine indwelling by holiness of heart, about which the same prophet has borne witness. 'Holy is your temple, wondrous in justice.' (3) Holiness, justice, human temperance - this is the temple of God.

This house, therefore, must be built by the agency of God, for one which is constructed by human efforts does not endure, nor does it stand firm when reared by the teachings of this age, nor will it be kept safe by the care of vain toil and of our anxiety.

It must be constructed in another way, it must be guarded in another way; it must not have its beginnings upon slippery and shifting sand, but its foundations must be laid firmly upon the prophets and apostles.

It must be increased with living stones, and held together by the corner-stone. It must be built up by an increase of mutual connections until it reaches to 'mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ'. (4) It must be adorned by the beauty and ornament of spiritual graces.

So this house which is built by God, that is by his teachings, will not collapse. This house will grow and expand into several houses as the divine buildings of the faithful make for the adornment and increase of the blessed community in each one of us.

The Lord has been the watchful guardian of this community now for a long time, when he encouraged Mary, and sent John as his fore-runner, when he chose the apostles, when he prayed to the Father, 'Holy Father, keep them; while I was with them I kept them in your name,' and when finally he himself after his passion promised the watchful care of his eternal guardianship over us in these words, 'Lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.'

This is God's eternal protection of this blessed and holy community which is formed by the coming together of many into one and which is in each individual one of us. Therefore it must be built by the agency of the Lord that it may grow up to reach the fulness of its consummation. The building already begun has not reached perfection, but through its building the completion of its perfection is being achieved.

………………..

(1) Psalm 127:1
(2) 1 Cor. 3:16 
(3) Psalm 65:5
(4) Ephesians 4:13
St Hilary, c310 – c367. Bishop of Poitiers and a Doctor of the Church. Abandoned Neo-Platonism for Christianity. Fought the Arians including the Arian Bishop of Arles.

