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“Songs of Praise awoke the morn
when the Prince of Peace was born”
John Montgomery

Art: Virgin and Child with Adoring Angels
Pietro Perugino, c. 1446-1523
Courtesy of National Gallery, London
ADVENIAT REGNUM TUUM

http://www.thelccusa.org/

1

THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH, PROVINCE OF THE UNITED STATES

CHRISTMAS 2020

Christmas Message 2020

The Most Reverend William S.H. Downey, Presiding Archbishop
Once again the glad Tidings of Great Joy! Glory to God in the Highest and on Earth Peace to men
of good will. Every year we hear these words and sing them in our Christmas carols and see them in
our brightly colored Christmas cards and wrapping paper. Every year in Christmas pageants around
the World Angels call out the wonderful words. And yet if we look at the World we see anything but
Peace.
In the two thousand years since the Birth of the Prince of Peace there has been very little Peace. We
have had the rise and fall of empires, wars and revolutions. Crusades and pogroms, hostilities, famine,
pestilence. Nation against nation, religion against religion, Protestants against Catholics, Jews against
Moslems, Moslems against Hindus. Ethnic strife and nationalism. And of course most recently a
pandemic which has ravaged the World. Without a doubt, if we judge by outward standards we shall be
miserably disappointed by the failure in the establishment of a kingdom of Peace.
But if we pay closer attention to the words of our Lord, He is very clear. He states in JOHN 14,
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” So His message is clear: his peace is not of this Outer
World, its origins are from within.
We are told that we are made in the Image and Likeness of God. Man immortal consists of the
Divine Spark which is the essence of God the Father Almighty—although completely impotent and
helpless when it first starts out its evolutionary journey.
Man consists also of conscious Life, which is the essence of God the Son—but steeped in ignorance
of its true nature during man’s early lives in human form. And Man consists of Activity which is the
reflection of God the Holy Spirit; and which like that Holy Spirit is compounded of Mind—or energy,
or the urge to know and to accomplish—and Matter or Substance. That in which spirit acts and on
which it moves, Mind and Matter together thus enabling the individual to gain experience which will
permit him to grow, to evolve, to attain to a higher and nobler state of character. And so through
successive lives and experiences the human grows and Consciousness expands, until at last the Christ
consciousness is born. St Paul speaks of this wondrous unfolding within as Christ in you the hope of
Glory!
As this Christ consciousness is born within the cave of the heart, that Divine Image becomes more
and more expressed in the life of the individual. With ever increasing illumination we become aware of
greater depths in our own being. Slowly, we begin to sense a kingdom a power and a glory within us,
which we eternally ARE, a majesty and a dignity which transcends all pettiness, all separateness, all
selfishness. This is the awakening of the Divine Spark of God, the Father Almighty, in us, our Eternal
Self which is One with God and therefore one with All that lives. So it is quite true that, through Christ
in us by the operation of the Holy Spirit in our lives, we will reach Our Father in Heaven, the Source of
our own True Being. And the Source of True Peace.
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In much the same way St Athanasius said of mankind: But, in fact, the good God has given them
(that is Mankind) a share in His own Image, that is, in our Lord Jesus Christ, and has made even
themselves after the same Image and Likeness. Why? Simply in order that through this gift of
Godlikeness in themselves they may be able to perceive the Image Absolute, that is the Word Himself,
and through Him to apprehend the Father; which knowledge of their Maker is for men the only really
happy and blessed life.
The Hymn of the Angels regarding Peace on Earth is then inexorably tied with the Glory and Love
we give to God and the Good Will we demonstrate in our lives to our fellows. May we then sing again
this glad refrain of peace and blessing to all men and consider the words of Martin Luther’s poem :
Ah, Dearest Jesus
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for Thee.
My heart for very joy doth leap,
My lips no more can silence keep,
I too must sing, with joyful tongue,
That sweetest ancient cradle song,
Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto man His Son hath given,
While angels sing with pious mirth,
A glad new year to all the earth.
Please accept my warmest good wishes that you may receive and truly know the Glad Tidings of
Great Joy that unto you is born this day a Savior which is Christ the Lord. May His Peace brood over
you and His Power uplift you!

✠
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Mystical Christianity
Rev. Jeremiah Loch
The Christian of the Future will be a mystic or he will not exist at all.
Fr. Karl Rahner

For many years now, I’ve had a growing conviction that the great Catholic theologian Fr. Karl
Rahner was right to have claimed: “The Christian of the future will be a mystic or he will not exist at
all.”
What does this mean, to be a mystic? And why will Christians not exist at all if they are not of this
order? To understand this we must begin with an understanding of what mysticism is and what a mystic
is.
In a general sense a mystic is one who has a fundamental and overwhelming sense of an indwelling
relationship with God that he or she seeks to give meaningful form to in their exterior life circumstances
and overarching behavior. While this understanding of a mystic may well extend to other spiritual
paths, for a Christian this path is lived out and described within a context that uses as its center
Christian vocabulary. It is important to understand that mysticism does not imply some type of rather
removed, airy-fairy, or “out there,” disconnected from everyday life, phenomenon. It is rather to be
understood as a genuine experience of Christ that has come to emerge from the very heart of one’s
existence. It is a union of Heaven and earth within one and a union that has very practical implications
for how one lives “in the world.” This is quite distinct from simply following rules of behavior and
moral codes. It is more about inner alignment and pure action. It is about seeing action, thought, and
intention as simply emerging naturally and spontaneously from the inner ground of one’s being in
Christ. Mysticism is above the level of myth, theology, doctrines, and creeds, valuable as these may be
at a certain more elementary level. Using the language of Christianity, it is about coming to that point
wherein we can say, as did St. Paul, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ
lives in me.” GALATIANS 2:20. St. Paul here relates an indwelling awareness of Divine union.
For the mystic following the Christian path, the life and being-ness of the Lord Jesus Christ serve as
the template from which their self-perception and life grows. This is in juxtaposition to one
understanding Christianity solely on a mental, or we might say informational, level of theology, canons,
scripture and doctrine. On this mental level the focus and goal of understanding is not on a path of
ascension in Christ consciousness but rather on the grasping of teachings that explain Jesus in one way
or another, and usually, as atoning for the sinfulness of mankind. We will come back to this later, but
failing to comprehend the spiritual life as St. Gregory of Nyssa envisioned it as a process of endless
growth, one can end up believing they are living the spiritual life by simply acquiring mental
understandings of Christianity. Christianity at this elemental level can also be used as a spiritual bypass.
Here one acquires spiritual knowledge and adopts spiritual practices as a way to sidestep or avoid facing
and dealing with unresolved inner psychological and emotional issues.
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The word, mysticism, itself being a noun, carries with it a variety of meanings. Wikipedia indicates
the word to be popularly known as becoming one with God or the Absolute, but also referencing any
kind of ecstasy or altered state of consciousness which is given a religious or spiritual meaning.
The idea of becoming one with God, or a sense of achieving union with God, is a common
understanding in ancient Eastern Orthodox Christianity as well as within Roman Catholicism. In one
sense it’s strange. If, as is proclaimed in the Nicene Creed, God is One, then how can anything or any
being be or exist outside of God? Everything and everyone already is within God. So if nothing can be
outside of God how then do human beings become one with God? If we are fundamentally always
within the oneness of God then this is an a priori state of being. So, let us explore this further.
There is a doctrine of pantheism, wherein God is conceived of as a whole and that wholeness is seen
as manifesting within and as the whole universe. This can be seen in Advaita Hinduism that has as a
basic claim that Atman is Brahman. There is also the doctrine of panentheism that holds the
understanding that God is greater than the universe and includes and interpenetrates it. In pantheism
God is man and man is God. In panentheism God is beyond man, beyond the universe, and yet fully
interpenetrates it. This is perhaps a fine distinction but a significant one when it comes to Christianity
and understanding what it means to be a Christian mystic. Historic Christianity has held to the
doctrine of panentheism and yet within it there are mystics who have experienced and taught oneness
with and in God. St. Paul’s famous statement just referenced about himself is an example. We might
also consider the words of the Dominican teacher, preacher, and mystic Meister Eckhart (circa 1260circa 1327), “The eye through which I see God is the same eye through which God sees me; my eye and
God’s eye are one eye, one seeing, one knowing, one love.”
How might we reconcile this: panentheism within pantheism? Duality within Oneness. A mystical
theological solution to this seeming dilemma is, I suggest, to be found in a contemporary understanding
of human consciousness. This will enable us to see an incarnational dynamic to a mystical Christian
consciousness as opposed to seeing the mystical dimension solely as something primarily floating “out
there” in the spheres disconnected from our present life circumstances and experience here on this
earth. To illustrate this we might consider Jesus’s prayerful statement, “That they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us.” JOHN 17:21. Here Jesus is praying
to the Father (as separate from Himself) and yet in this passage as recorded affirming that He and the
Father are one. Duality being expressed within non-duality. Panentheism being expressed within
pantheism.
From a materialistic standpoint, how we are conscious beings has been understood as arising from
the denseness of the material brain. The brain, it is said by the materialist, is producing consciousness.
This is generally quite a common understanding. With the death of the body there is then no
consciousness. From this purely materialistic understanding of consciousness, Christianity becomes
limited to the stories, theories, doctrines, psycho-emotional experiences, behavior, etc, to which
Christian language and wording is attached. With the death of the body, all of this ends. There is no
more a living Christian being.
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Among both Christian and non-Christian mystics, as well as from the emerging field of quantum
physics and studies and writings on consciousness, however we can discover a different understanding of
consciousness. This is an understanding that sees consciousness Itself as primary and evolving and
using the brain and material body for earthly functioning and expression. A common saying expressed
in varying ways is that consciousness sleeps in the stone, dreams in the plant, awakens in the animal, and
slowly becomes aware of itself in man. –PYTHAGORAS. This same understanding is expressed in Rumi as
consciousness sleeps in minerals, dreams in plants, wakes up in animals, and becomes self-aware in
humans. I will add, then becomes aware of its nature as Pure Love. With this understanding we can
see the Lord Jesus functioning from an evolved level of consciousness that is able to contain a dualistic
perspective within a oneness perspective. We might say a human level within a Divine level, or a level of
Divine embrace. And is not this what is proclaimed of Him, that He was both human and divine?
While it may be rare and not at all emphasized in the Christian world at large, who among those in
the Liberal Catholic Church has not heard of the Divine as being an integral part of our own nature?
But what about the other aspect of our nature, the human aspect? Like Jesus we are this composite of
human and Divine. Our human composite is our physical-psychological-emotional body, our egoic
structure of desires and conditioning along with the various passions or vices of anger, lust, greed, etc.
All these are within the limited, confined and filtering consciousness that is how we exist and operate as
a soul at a lower level of functioning and against which we struggle as we climb the interior ladder of
Divine ascent. This ladder has been understood by some as having a limited number of rungs to climb
with one able to fall back or off the ladder. St. Gregory of Nyssa, on the other hand, envisions the
spiritual life as endless growth where there is no plateau to reach. One simply keeps progressing in a
dynamic way from the limitations of human nature alone and into the endless nature of Divine Love
Itself. As Bishop Frank W. Pigott has written in The Parting of the Ways, this is a spiritual evolution
that to reach the Christ level will, in many cases, take ages, and in all cases must involve effort.
In order not to be deceived along the way through our own shortcomings and errors, we must
understand that the only real method of authentic growth is to examine and judge ourselves. Especially
we must see and transcend deeper desires and motives that can often lurk behind our attitudes and
actions. As Kazrat Inayat Khan, the founder of the Sufi Order in the West and teacher of Universal
Sufism, has written, “Our follies and errors are natural; but when we defend ourselves, making virtues of
our shortcomings and trying to hide our errors, it is as if we nurtured our errors, trying to make them
grow.”
We see the Lord Jesus, after fasting forty days and forty nights and being hungry, being led into the
wilderness and there being tempted towards earthly appetites, commonly interpreted as towards
hedonism (hunger and self-satisfaction), egoism (misuse of power), and towards materiality (wealth and
kingdoms). He did not, however, have the inner vulnerability to give in to these. In the face of human
temptations He reaffirmed within Himself His inner Divine alignment. Likewise we might consider
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. Here we see His consciousness at the human egoic level that does
not want to disappear, to die. He prays, “Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me.” Then
almost immediately there is a movement within consciousness, “nevertheless, not my will, but Thine be
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done.” LUKE 22:42. His consciousness moves from a place of limited human self-concern, and the door is
opened to acceptance of the Divine Will. Recognize that this was a movement within Him, a movement
within consciousness, from the dense physical self-preserving level to the Divine level. Here by an act of
willful surrender the doorway on the path to the fullness of Divine Consciousness is opened.
We too, being a composite of both the human and divine, face and struggle with lower level
temptations on the inner pathway of consciousness that leads into a continuing fuller consistent dynamic
alignment with the Divine.
For those on the Christian mystical path we can see in the Lord Jesus an awareness of His Oneness
and unity with the Father (a non-duality), and yet we can also see moments of interior struggle and a
plea to “remove this cup from me,” a plea to God perceived as beyond Himself (duality). In the journey
from duality to non-duality, from a sense of separateness from God to a non-dual awareness of unity
with and in Him, Jesus becomes our Lord and Master, a model, a template of the mystical life. None of
us will likely have to suffer as He did, but if we are going to be a living vital incarnate Christian mystical
presence, we must take the pattern of His life, teachings, and personal experience very seriously and
integrate this within ourselves. Failing to do so it is easy to understand why Fr. Karl Rahner would say,
“the Christian of the future will be non-existent.” Failing to do so would leave the Christian life simply a
collection of myths, stories, doctrines and Church canons on the shelves of libraries. Realizing the
mystical evolutionary dimension of Christianity just might, however, enable us to grasp more fully the
recorded saying in the Gospel of John, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the
Beginning and the End.” REVELATIONS 22:13. And it might enable us to sense ourselves as an intimate
and vital part of this evolutionary scheme of Divine Love. As Meister Eckhart (d. 1328), a Christian
Dominican teacher, preacher, and mystic, asserts, in love only one exists, not two, because, as he says, “in
love I am more God than I am in myself.”

✠

✠

✠

Luminarias—a Southwestern Christmas tradition—in Red River, New Mexico
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A LibCat Thought Experiment (posed last issue)
Sr. Kathleen Clute

Let’s say you are travelling. Perhaps you are in an airport between flights. You strike up a
conversation with a person sitting next to you and during the conversation it is revealed that you believe
in God. The person with whom you are speaking emphatically does not.
But, as your boarding is called and you are leaving the other person behind, that person suddenly asks
you, “If God exists, what is the most important thing to know about God?”
You have the merest moment to reply. What is your answer?
Answers!
“God is what you are. You are God masquerading as you, and so are we all.

That’s why religions teach brotherhood.”
Ann Bosold, St. Gabriel & All Angels
“The most important thing to know about God is precisely that. It is to know.”
Joseph Palmore, LibCat at large
God’s Parental Love, appearing in physical form as Gravity,
creates and sustains the physical Universe so that Life can grow and evolve.
Fr. Alan Clute, St. Michael the Protector
I would say, “We belong to Him because He made us.” I would probably get “WHAT??!!”
I would reply, “Yeah that’s the usual response; I suggest treating the subject as a scientific investigation
and not a fervent religious quest. As my maternal grandmother used to say, ‘Good bye, good luck, God
bless and save you.’ ” Here is where I assume we ran out of time.
(A side note to this is the phrase, “He made us” is where I take a stand and say I am a creationist and if
you want to argue about classic evolution you will have to fight with someone else, I am not open to it.
Debating what I know is already true about God is futile. This would set the stage if I had any further
discussion with this person. I need to be clear about the subject.)
Fr. James McGill
“God is here.”
Sr. Kathleen Clute, St. Michael the Protector
You Say: “God IS Love and He Loves you no matter what!”
Something similar happened to me once where some folks were protesting in Denver. It was a tense
situation. There was a fellow giving me a hard time. When I said the words, the man just started to
cry and ask me how I could be so nice. We then had a real conversation.
That is why I always say the first thing you do to anyone who comes to Church is love them!
(On the other hand I once had a conversation with an atheist where he told me he did not believe in
God. That’s fine I said; but if God doesn’t believe in you, do you cease to exist?)
Fr. Brian Satterlee, Church of St. Albert
“God loves you unconditionally, and it is no concern of yours.”
Fr. Steven Arndt, St. Gabriel & All Angels
Continues on next page...
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“God is unfathomable to us even though we try to understand ... with regard to that, He has sent His
Son to act as interpreter, role model, and to demonstrate His love for us. Our ‘manual’ is the Bible.
This book gives us our Christian history with examples of how He wants us to to live our lives.”
Julie Hamilton, Church of St. Francis
“We are all indispensable in the eyes of God.”
Sr. Rabecca Collin, Church of St. Francis
This is an amazingly apropos thought form experiment.
Yesterday, I met with the opthalmic surgeon who might do my cataract surgery. When he found out I am
a nurse chaplain, he asked if I believe in the Bible. I answered yes.
Then he asked if I believe in Jesus Christ is my personal savior. When I answered, “I believe that Jesus
the Christ was the son of the Creator Father God and as such Jesus is the personification as the God of
Love.”
Then he did the ‘exam,’ a very brief check of my eyes while he talked about the new laser toys that he
has just installed in the office. All the while, there were comments that I needed to get on my knees and
ask for that personal salvation as soon as possible.
As I walked out, after his office manager provided me with financing forms, his last comment was, “I am
not deserving but Christ has blessed me. I am very successful and well paid for what I do and that is my
proof that God loves me.”
I stopped where I was (across the waiting room from him) and told him, “I’m happy for you, Doctor. In
my world, I follow the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. It is not my place to take someone’s religion from
them. What works for one does not work for all. We all approach God from different perspectives. Have
a good day.”
Needless to say, he won’t be doing my surgery.
Sr. MaryArthen Donovan, Our Lady Queen of Angels

✠

✠

✠

Scenes from our newest outpost, St. Christophers’ Oratory of Maryland

Fr. Joseph Seehusen and Jan Seehusen

Server Jan and St. Christopher’s beautiful altar
More photos on the Provincial website.
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PARISH NEWS

Church of St. Albert, Greeley, Colorado
St. Alberts went to live stream the first week when we closed St Patrick’s Day in March. The first steams were
done from my private oratory (I call it Christus Rex) because we did not have internet service at the Church
building. For those early streams we created a Youtube channel and used my chromebook to stream.
In April we finally got our internet connection at the Church. I was very lucky to have my tech crew (Erin
and Michael) to get us going. They take care of things that we need to keep us going—cameras, microphones,
lighting, computer, video mixer, new Youtube channel, copyright law, and running the music! I would be
overwhelmed without their vital help to stay in touch with my congregation.
We chose Youtube instead of Facebook because anyone can log on to the service even without an account.
For me it was the strangest thing to do a service and give a sermon to an empty church. I have tried to address
those watching to make them feel welcome and a vital part of this different way of participating in a church
service. I really do think I feel the people participating from a distance during the Mass.
We have learned a lot in the past few months about who our viewing audience is and what gets them to watch.
We have made many new friends with our online presence. In one service during the announcements I mentioned
that Singer Amy Grant was going to have open heart surgery. (I’ve been a fan for years) I asked for prayers for a
good recovery and outcome. I said her name three times. When I looked at our video stream a few hours later
the algorithm had paired our video with one of Amy Grant. This led to even more views for the Church.
St. Albert’s was reopened the first week of June. Most of the congregation still prefers to participate through
the live stream for now. In the future we plan to update our website so we can live stream through it and also
accept donations. We will also save the sermon-only portion of the Mass and put them on the site. One of the
great things about Youtube is that people can watch any time and as many times as they want. It is like a gift that
keeps on giving.
I would say that the pandemic has given us an opportunity to share this beautiful Church with a world that
may not normally get to know of the richness of its philosophy, love, ancient teachings, and supreme ceremony.
See us on Youtube: The Church of St Albert The Liberal Catholic Church
Fr. Brian Satterlee, Rector
St. Gabriel and All Angels, Fairfield, Iowa

Procession of the Blessed
Sacrament during the rededication
of St. Gabriel’s church in
September.
From left to right: Fr. Steven Arndt,
Bp. Thomas Miller, organist Ann
Bosold, servers Melinda Arndt and
Donna Miller, and Fr. James Palmer.
Photo from video taken by Eric
Randall.
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PARISH NEWS
Church of St. Francis, Villa Park, Illinois
We at St Francis extend warm greetings to the parishes in the Province. Like many others, we briefly halted
public services at the beginning of the pandemic. We are currently having public services, and we will be having a
public Midnight mass on Christmas Eve at 11:30 pm in which we will be adhering to Illinois Tier 3 guidelines.
We continue to live stream our services to Facebook and are happy that other parishes are also streaming online.
Fr Jeffrey and the congregation here continue to pray for all those affected by Covid19 and the front line and
essential workers who are carrying us through this difficult time.
Our Rector Rev. Terrence Metz offers this prayer as part of our parish news.

The Prayer of St Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
In March I mailed out palm crosses to our parishioners included with the following note and prayer. We have
waited long, and sacrificed much, and I believe our hope has carried us through.
“In many places, people are confined to their homes by state order,
due to the corona virus pandemic. What an unusual time for this to
happen; during the Lent and Easter season. I can’t help but think back
to the story from the book of Exodus, when (to paraphrase) the Israelites
stayed in their homes, marking their door posts a sign with the blood of a
lamb, so that the plagues would “pass over’ them.
“Well, today, as we shelter in our homes out of concern of the virus,
perhaps you could place this palm-cross on your door, blessed by Fr.
Jeffrey on Palm Sunday, not as a symbol of fear, but of hope and
triumph.”
From hymn # 26:
“The thought of Thee all sorrow calms
Our anxious burdens fall;
His CROSSES turn to TRIUMPH-PALMS
Who finds in Thee his all.”
May you all have a happy, healthy, and blessed Christmas.
Sr. Rabecca Collin
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All things were made by him;
and without him was not any thing made
that was made.
In him was life
and the life was the light of men.
The Gospel according to Saint John

Art: The Sheltering Wing of the Most High
Georgina Houghton
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